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A New Naked Truth ; Or. TheSand 
Foundation ofthe Sacramental Teſ 


ſbahen, hy a. — iece diſcharged from 
Jorts of Perſecuiort. 


Heaven againſt. al 


Entlemen of England, who are of Right all free born 
Subjects; Lam ſorry that I have ſo Hlack an Occaſion 
of Addrefling my ſelf unto you in this following Di- 
ſcourſe; in which I muſt of neceſſity lay Open and 

Expoſe ſome very horrible ſinful Practices that has been among 
ſome who profeſs themſelyes to be Proteſtants ; namely to them 
- which pretend themſelves to be the Moſt Infallible Sort too that 


are amongſt us; or elſe that Practice and Principle of theirs, 


in making all other N Spiritual Sheaves bow down nuto 

theirs, is very unjuſtifiable, and alſo unwacrantable from the Law 

of God, and the Law and Light of Nature. | 
Dear Friends, I humbly beſeech you all to read what 1 ſhall 


here offer unto you without prejudice, and confider it without 


partiality, and apply it without e ſhall furthermore 
beſeech you to hear the whole concluſion of the Matter, and do 
not take it np and read a little, and throw it away out of your 
hands in Contempt and Scorn, or with Malice and Rancour of Spi- 
tit, but be adviſed by the Wiſeman, who hath ſaid, That the lar- 
ter end of 2 thing 1s better than the beginning. And be not preju- 
diced againft the Truth, becauſe ic cometh naked unto you, with- 
out the Garments of Rhetorical Expreſſions, or in the Orna- 
ments of Humane Learning : For if you be a Lover of the Truth, 
you will imbracè it and find Garments for it in your own hearts, 


you will take it in there and cloth ir, for there is the beſt clothing 
for Truth when all is ſaid and done that can be. O my der 
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rriends, ſet open the Doors and Windows of your Souls to receive 
this Bleſſed Light, and do not deſpiſe your own Mercy, becauſe 
it coppeth unto you by an Illiterate Hand, for it-is-ſaid in Dan. 
22, 24, And they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine 4s the_Brightneſs of the 
Firmament; and tuey that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars 
for ever and ever: But thou, O Daniel, ſhut ap the words, and ſeal 
the Beck, „ven te the ſime v 7 the end, many ſpall ran ti and fro, and 
kyrowledge ſha# be irtcreaſe 

And alſd I precautio others, that ſhall read this Bock, that 
they do not make ſo — wt ill uſe = AW to take up. any 
* inſt any mans perfon, or —— 
are tar 


F what, 12 ourſe will nd n 3 for 
if you ke thisiogel 0 y d pra- 
ices, yer ſhall be a Witneſs —— ye, for I write in Love 
to their Souls, and not in any prejudice to their Perſons ; for that 


is dogg nia er u, an N Ze N one with t 0 


223 ace, 28d Fran the ſame; time to hat 
Ty 155 in Gent PITTS: u 
ns, Filth N . [£1544 ay unte pon, lebe 
your enemies, bleſs Ol that cur 7 you, do good to them that hate. 
you, and pray 15 erg 11 45 5 — 1 you, and per ſecute 
vou. Here you. te from our Bleſſed Sa- 
ene 155 LF . of our Enemĩes, but yet 
170 le net to lov sand Principles, for we. 

do m bal! in roche ab Very: Add we muſt ſin —— God, for 
* ate commanded to hate. every abomination, and every. falſe 
Way» 

We are to hats. what, is evil, in aur own: ſelyes, yet it would 
be a ſin for us to hate Qur-ewa; Perſdns. If 1 bad an own Father 
Er was a Druukard or Whoreinongex, I qught not to love his 

unkenneſs and Whoredom, yet l muſt not hate my Fathers per- 
fon, though I hate his Practice: therefore 1 do not write this 
to incenſe peopie againſt any mans perſon, though I muſt con- 
teſs this has been a Reigning Sto among the Perſecuters. And 
indeed there is a. proneseſs in the beſt of men to this fin: Chriſt's 
own Diſciples themſelves were nor, clear of this ſia, when they 
would have prayed for fire tocome down from Heaven to. de- 
ſtcoy the very perſons of thoſe chyrliſh Sæmaritans that refuſed 
to give entertainment to our Saviour Chriſt; they were for de- 
Fre their Perſons, and therefore Chriſt rebuked them, ſay ing, 

Dem wot n hat ſpirit ye are of. | L blcfs 


-F'bleſs God t have a higher and riobter End and Deſigu in what 
E Haff here write, than to draw out prejudice againſt any mans 
perſon; however L may be cenſur'd for it, I can appeal to God 
in ſincerity and uprightneſs of Heart in this matter, for I would 
not tfat any man ſhould be wronged of a 8 his Head by 
what 1 half here Declare to the os but ro awaken all to 
Repentance, For the Lien bath roared, who will not fear ? The Lord 
God hath ſpoken, who can but propheſie? Amos 3. I am not for 
Diminifting any Gentlemans Title of Honour or Dignity, where 
it is properly due; Fear to whom Fear is due, and Honour to whon: 
Hononr is. due — Thovgh I muſt confeſ my Ignotahce in this 
Matter, at the ſame time I-cannot underſtand the meaning of Spi- 
ritual Lords, becauſe I can find no Scripture Authority for? it at. all. 
but rather againſt it, Matt. 20. 25, 26, 27. Bur Jeſus calld them 
unto him, and ſaid, Te know that the Princes of the Gentiles exer- 
ciſe Dominion over them, and they that are Great exerciſe Anthori- 
ty upon them; but it ſhall not be 'ſo among you but whoſoever will 
be Great among you, let him be your Miniſter; and whoſoever 'wilt. 
be Chief * von, let bim be your Servant, 1 Pet. 5. 2, 3. Feed 
the Flock of God which is among you, taking the over tihr thereof, 
not by conſtr aint, but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, bt of a ready 
Mind neither as being Lords over Gods Heritage, but being ex ſans 
ples ro the Flock, Our Saviour Chriſt does ſinghifte unto ys, that 
this Lording Spirit did proceed from the Heathen" Idolatrous 
Geatiles, and that it was a uſage among them, and therefore in 
my Opinion it is pity that any Chriſtian Miniſters or ' Paſtors 
ſnould take it up» and exerciſe it among them. And the truth. 
on it is lt is a very dubious point with me to determine or 
conclude,” whether the true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ean be Spi- 
ritual Lords, or whether theſe Spiritual Lords can be true Mini- 
ſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; hecauſe I cannot find that it was ſo from 
the beginning of Chriſt's Goſpel· Church. But this by the by. 
But 1 am clearly for rendriig unte Cæ ſar the things that be Cæſar s, 
and alſo to render unto God, the things that are Gods. . 
My dearly beloved Countrymen, for ſo F wilt make bold to 
call you, becauſe I am an Engliſhman man. born, and therefore a 
Member of 'the Body Politick of the Nation . Foraſmuch 
as there is a great deal of ftickling, and ſtrugling, and fending, 
and proving, pre and con, about theſe Penal Lam and Teſt;; and 
much has been faid fot the centinuance of them, and mueh 3 
Cad 28 


han been ſaid for the Abaliſhing of them; inſomuch that it is 
e a Table · talk, but it is almoſt a — Text Br 
all people to Comment and Preach upon; therefore I ſhall ſin- 
gle out one of theſe Teſts.ro ſpeak ſomewhat unto, . And that 
Il be che S<cramental J eſt ; and let us bring that tothe Touch - 
ſtone. of Gods Word, and let us take notice for what, end that 
Ordinance of God was liſtituted and Appointed, and let us hear 
what God the Lord will ſpeak unto us concerning this Sacra- 
mental Teft ;, And let God be true,” and every mana tyev, Rom: 3.4. 
Should not a people ſeck, unto their God? To the Lam, and to the Tefti- 
mony, if. they ſpeał not according to this word, it is bec auſe there is 
no light in them, Iſa. 8 eee, F TP 
Now Gentlemen, you ſhall have a Fair and Impartial Trial. 
of this Teſt by the Word of God, and by one of your own Arti- 
cles of the Church of E. and there ſhall be none but clear and 
undeniable True Witne ſſes, and not one Knight of the Poſt, that 
ſwears for Bread, amo ig them all; although their Late Fire 
of Perſecution have bred whole ſwarms of thoſe: ſort. of Vene- 
mous Salamanders: And the God, who is Judge of all the Earth, 
mall be the Judge between us; which thoſe that are Perſecuters 
do own in Words, though in Works they deny him, Titus 1. 16. 
They profeſs thy know God, but in works they deny him, being 
Aborunable on un her and unto every good work reprobate. 
A Perſeeuter, while ſuch, muſt be ſuch a perſon; or elſe he can- 
not be a Judge and .Lawgiver unto other Mens Conſciences. 
Now, I ſay, I will ſingle out one of the ſe Teſts ro ſpeak ſome- 
what unto, namely, the Sacra mental Teft, that is ſo Univerſal a 
Teſt amongſt them: And let us try what that will afford us, that 
ſo we may meaſure Hercules by his Foot. Now. this 7c/# wag 
chiefly made and intended againſt all the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
LETS. 
And for the betier coming at the making an Upright and Im. 
partial Judgment of this Tei, 1 ſhall do three things. | 
1. The firſt thing ſhall be this, I will lay down the Words of 
Inſtitution of this holy and bleſſed Ordinance, by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf. , | 
2. And ſecondly, I hall lay down the words of the Apoſte Pau! 
to the Church of Corinth; and let us ſee what Light and Know- 
ledge this will afford us in this matter, which js that which the 
Teſt-Makers, and rheTeſt- Givers, and the Teit-Takers themſelves, 
ä do. 
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do all ptofeſs to on and practice, as well Eceieſiaſtical as Civil, 
as well in their Church · Government, as in the Civil Srate:; 


3. And thirdly and laſtly, I ſnall preſs ineo this ſervice one of 


their o 39 Articles, herein they give the Definition of what 
a rue Church is; and then let us try, this Sacramental Teſt by 
theſe lafallible Rules. N hn u 3.7 
1. Firſteby the words ef Inſtitution, by our Saviour Chriſt him- 
ſelf, as it is laid down by three of the Evangeliſts, Matt. 26. 26, 
27, 28. Ard as they were eating, Jeſus took, Bread aud bh ſſe ir, 
and by ake-it,, and gave it tothe Diſciples, and ſaid, Take ear, this 
ana; And be took, the Cup and gaue thanks, and gave it 16 
them; ſaying, Drink ye «ll of it, for this is my Blood of the. New- 
Teſtament, which is {bed for many for the Rem ſſion of Sins Mark 
14. 22, 23» 24+ And as they did eat, Je ſus took bread, and bl. ſed, and. 
brake it, and gave to them, and ſaid,Take, eat; this is my Body. And 
he took, the Cup, and whenhe had given thanks, he gave it ro them; and 
they ak drank of it, And be ſaid wito them, Thi 1 my Blood of the. 
New Teſtament, whith is ſhed-for many. Luke 22. 19, 20; And he 
took Bread, and Fave thanks, and brake it, and ave unto them, ſay- 
ing, This is my body, which is giuen for yon, this do in remembrance of 
me. Likewiſe alſo tho Cup after 7 ſaying, This Cup is the Nen 
Teft anent in my blood, which is ſhed for you: | 
Thus you hear what our bleſſed Saviour ſaith, by theſe three 
Witneſſes in the words of Inſticution ;; He did not ſay, Do this- 
to ſecure your ſelves in the Civil Government, while you do Rob 
and Rape, and Plunder, and la#priſon, and Spoil your honeſt 
aceable Neighbours But, Do this in remembrance of me ; 
ere is/not one word of making it a Civil Teſt, to Inſnare honeſt: 
Men withall. : 1 | | 
2. But ſecondly, No we have heard the words of our bleſſed 
Redeemer ; Let vs alſo hear the words of the Apoſtle Paul, with 
a reſpect to the words of Inſtitution of this bleſſed Ordinanee: of 
the Lord's Supper; And allo the threatnings that are Annexed 
thereunto, againſt all Hypocritical unworthy Receivers, that Pro- 
fane this Ordinance of the Lorc*s Supper, 1 Cor. 11. 23524,29,264 _ 
277 28, 295 30. For I have received of the Lord that which alſo 1 
Aelivered unto yon (Hence you may obſerve by the way, that Pa- 
ſtors, or other Miniſters of the Goſpel, ought to deliver nothing 
to the People, but what they firſt Receive from the Lord, and 


have his Word and Authority for ſo doing.) Tbæ the Lord Feſus 
the 


— 
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the ſame night inwbith be mu bet raytd, took de, aud when he 
bad given thanks, he hralę it, and ſaid, Talg, rat, this is my Body, 
mhich was broken for tyau, this do in rewembrauce of me. It was bro- 
ken for you Believers, and for none-elſe,: but ſuch at alo'believe, 
zud that ſhall believe, as if the Apoſtle ſhould hate ſaĩd. And for 
what end and purpoſe? why, to remember Chriſtis deat lde and 
compaſſion, in Dying for poor ſinners, and to feed and avuviſh 
the new Creature, and to ſtir up and excite all the Graces of the 
Spirit that is in the Believer, unto a holy Commemoration of the 
bleſſed Effefts of his Death to the Believer z and alſo to comme» 
morate the tranſcendent Love and wonderful Wi dom and ir 
and Goodneſs of God, and the great condeſcention of God, in 
which all his glorious Attributes were ingaged, in the contriving 
& bringing to paſs this unparalle ld Mereiful Piece of work, name- 
ly of Man's Redemption. But pray note by the way, that this 


is not a converting Ordinance, as ſome by miſtake would have 
it to be, becavſe no Man muſt partake of it before he ãs conver- 
ted, becauſe that then inſtead of being converted by it; be ae. 


and drinketb. unworthily, and ſo exreth and dvinketh dammat iam to 
himſelf, not diſcerning the Lords body. And therefore it is that 
we are commanded to Examine pur ſelves before we partake of it 


to ſee whether we be born of God, and fo are in a converted 


Spiritual ftare of Grace: and alſo to try our ſelves, whether we 
be in a Spiritual frame of heart, that we may know whether 
Grace be in Act and Exerciſe in us or not- But to Return to 
the words of Inſtitut ion Afte ſame manner alſo he took 
the Cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying, The Cup is the New Teft a» 
ment in my Bloods this do ye, <s oft as ye drink it, in Remembrance of 


mei fer as often as ye eat this Bread and Drink this Cup, ye do ſhew © 
the Lord's Death til he come. Here is not one word of making this 


. Sacred Ordinance a Ten to accommodate the Civil State witha 
but on the vontrary: as you ſhall hear by and by. 


For the Apoſt le bringeth it in Argumentatively, with a Where- 
fort ———Whoſorver ſhall eat this Bread, and drink thu Cup of the 
Lord unmorthily, ſhall be guilty of the Body' and Blood of the 
Lord That is, inſtead of commemorating Chriſt's Death an! 
Svfferings, and all the Benefits that floweth nnto us from that 


Fountain of his precious Blood They do eat and drink their 
own Damnation, without unfeigned Repentance, and God's Infi- 
nite Mercy; for they do-crucific to themſelves the Son —_— 

afreſh, 
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afreſh;and pot him to an open ſhame; whoſoever ſhall eat thus un- 
worthily, whether Lord or Commoner, let them look to it, for 
God is no reſpecter of Perſons, for he that feareth God, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, and none but ſuch, are, or ſhall be acc 75 
ted with him; O that all they that are thus Guilty, may trembl 
to think what is a coming upon them for this great Abomination 
of N the Lord's holy Su by a Law, which I had almoſt 
ſaid is a National ſin, the major part ef the Governing 
party have been thus Guilty Though 1 do hope and alſo 
believe; That there was many in both Houſes of Parliament, both 
of Lords and Cammoners, when this Snare was made, that. had 
neither heart nor hand in it; But yet notwithſtanding the, major 
part of them muſt be for it, or it could not have | 2 
therefore I would not be found to grieve any of the Generation of 
the Righteous, without a cauſe, by condemning the Innocent with 
the guilty. But as the Apoſtle ſaith, Let every Man examine bim- 
ſelf whether he be guilty or not———— But let 4 man examine bim- 
ſelf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread and drink of that Cup. 

And here the holy Apoſtle: is bringing it in again argumenta- 
tively, by way of precaution, for {aid he He that cateth and 
drinketh umworthily, eatath & drinketh damnation(or condemnation) 
to bimelf, not diſcerning the Lord's Body; for this cauſe many are 
weak and, ſickly — — and many ſleep,that is, die For what 
cauſe was it ? whyz profaning the Ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper And who was it the holy Apoſtle charged this Guile 
upon? why, even upon ſome of the Corinthians, that believed in 
Chriſt, for he ſaid ſome among yen They were converted, as to 
their Spiritual ſtate, they were in a ſtate of Grace But yet 
notwithſtanding that, they were in a very carnal, looſe frame. of 
heart: They did eat and drink-worthily,as to their Spiritual ſtate; 
but yet nevertheleſs they did eat and drink unworthily, as to 
their frame of heart; and therefore God puniſhed them with 
corporal ſickneſſes aui death, though they were free from Eter- 
nal Death and Condemnation, by vertue of their Union with 
Chriſt, and {d in a ſtate of Grace, which can never be broken, 
Rom. 8. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in 
Chri# Jeſus; that reſpects the Spiritual ſtate of the Belie ver 
who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit > The former that 
reſpects the State, and this later reſpects the frame of heart; in 
the former they are alive to God, og in the later they W 
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God; The holy Apeſtle Pirey yras in a very carnal frame of heart; 
when he would have difſivaded our blefſed Saviour from ſulfering, - 
Matt. 16: 22, 29. Then Peter tuo him, and began to rebukg bim, 
ſaying; Be it far from ther, Lori: this ſhall not come unto thee.-+-+- , 
But ne turned, and ſaid unte Peurr, Ges tee behind me, Satang; thou 
.. ua favoureſt not the things thas be, of 
God, but thoſe 'thav be of xn. hat is, he was in a carnal frame 
of heart, in a ſudden paſſidn of mi Love and Zeal 3 he 
was carnally minded, and ou Sevieur Chriſt {aid unto Peter, in 
another place of Scripture, Wheh thou art converted; ſtrengthen 
thy Brethren; this could not be meant of his firſt: converſion inte. 
a ſtate of Grace; for ſo he wat cotvertedi long before that time. 
But it is meant of his after converſionp unto: a; more Spiritual 
frame of heart, which he ſhould be in, after he had denied Chriſt. 
And the Apoſtle Paui ſaid, Are ye not carnal and walk as men: 
when one faith, I am of Paal, and another of Apollos, and ano- 
ther of Cepbas? That is, walk as men walketh in a carnal 
unregenerate ſtate; not that they were ſo, but they were even 
like fuch. - And the two Diſtiples were in a very carnal unbe- 
lieving frame of heart, even on that very Day that our Redeem- 
er roſe from the Dead, Lakę 24. 21, 25, 26. But we trufted that 
it had been he, which ſhould have redeemed Iſrael : and beſide all this, 


to day is tht third day — theſe things were done. They looked 
upon themſelves to be — me ct, bur mind what our Sa- 
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* viour ſaid unto them, and alſo to us in them Then be "ay unto 
| 1 them, O fools, and ſtom of heart to belieus all that the Prophets have 
8 ſpoken : Ong be not Chriſt to have ſaffrred theſe things, and to enter 


into bis glory ? As if he ſhould have ſaid, Did not all the Pro- 
phets propheſie of my coming in the fleſh, and dying in the fleſh, 
„ and riſing again in the fleſhy and did you not fee it with your own 
g eyes, or might have done it, and did not 1 tell ye ſo my ſelf, 
that am the great Prophet; the head of all the Prophets, and will 
you not believe me, nor my Prophets, nor year own eyes neither ? 
as if Chriſt ſhonld have ſaid. This was a very carnal frame of heart 
indeed ; and it is ſaid, Te be carnaly minded is death, but to be 
iritua iy minded i, Lift amd Peace; Now there is a great deal 
of difference between being carnally minded, and a carnal mind 
. as much as there is between Light and Darkneſa, or as there is 
between hardneſs of heart, anda hard heart; for the carnal minded - 
N = * neſs in the believer brings a death upon all his Graces and ent = 
a 5 Orts; 
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Comforts 3 he ix as if he was in a carnat State, with a reſped to 


the comforting Evidence of it, that all lieth dead, and all the Gra- 


ces of the Spirit lieth covered over with theſe Aſhes of Carnality. 
and — — — —— —— Fears, with 
a reſpeQ totheir ſpiritual State; and puts them upon queſtioni 
all the Work of God upon their Soul. This — — 
reſpects a Child of God in a ſpiritual State, but in a carnal frame 
of Heart; and a carnal Mind, reſpects a carnal dead Sinner, in a 
ſtate of Sin and Miſery ; for it is ſaid, The carnal Mind is Enmi- 
ty againſt God ; for it is not ſubject to the Will of God, neither 
indeed canbe. | | 0 + | 
There may be, and too often there is, an eating and drinking un- 
worthily at the Lord's Table, and that by two ſorts of Per- 
ſons. N THE 
Firf,There is many times an eating and drinking unworthily at 
the Lord's Table by Believers themſelves. | I 
Secondly, There is always an eating and drinking unworthily at 
the Lord's Table, by carnal prophane Hypocrites, as often as 
they do partake of that Ordinance, whether Eculeſiaſtical or Ci- 
vil; for ſo we muſt diſtinguiſh now it ſeems ; for they have made 
it to have a double end, Spiritual and Carnal. There muſt ever be 
two things to make a Man a meet or worthy Partaker of this holy 
Ordinancez becauſe it is a Spititnal Feaſt as much now,, as it was 
under the 2foſaical Law; for they ate and drank Chriſt under the 
Law, as well as we do now under the Goſpel, if you will believe 
the Apoſtle Paul, who ſaith, Afrreover, Brethren, I would not that 
ye ſbould be ignorant, how that all our Fathers were under the Cloud, 
aud all paſſed through the Sta, and were all Baptized unta Moſes in 
the Cloud, and in tbe Sta; and did all tat th: ſame ſpiritual Meng, 
and did al drink the ſame ſperitual Drink; for they draxk of that ſpi- 
ritual Rock that followed t and that Rock, was Chriſt, 1 Cor. 


10. 6 | 1 

Firſt, There muſt be a ſpiritual State; all the Subjects of this 
Ordinaneę muſt be born again; they muſt be born of Water, and 
of che Spirit, or elſe they cannot enter into the Kingdom of Mea- 


ven here below, which is the Church: Militant ; and if they be not 


ſo born, they cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven above, 
namely, the Church · Triumphant in Glory, Fob» 3. for until then, 
they be ſpiritually dead: And what ſhall a dead, ſtinking, rotten- 
hearted Hypocrite do at the — of Kings Table? For Gods Exe 
a 2 is 
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is upon all his Gheſt; bir Eye is upon their very Heart ; for G 


ſees not as Man ſeeth, he can ſpy out any one Soul that comes to 
his Table without the Wedding · Garment; God ſees what every 
ones end and aim is, in partaking of that Ordinance; He ſeeth 
them that come to eat and drink themſelves into the Government, 


or into a good fat place of Profit and Truſt; and fees; them that 


come to eat and drink at that Ordinance, to ſell Ale by vertue of 
it, or to bear Arms in the Train'd - Bands: And God ſaw them 
that were more guilty than they, namely, thoſe that gave it unto 
them; for all Men by Nature are dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, and 
all Children of Wrath, Eph. 2. And therefore it may be ſaid of 
every carnal Sinner, as it is ſaid of the carnal lewd Woman, in the 
1 Tim. 5.6. ut ſhe that liveth in pleaſure, is dead white ſue liveth. 
Now ſuch as theſe be, can have no Right nor Worthineſs at all in 
them to partake of the Lord's Supper, no nor to adminiſter it un- 
to them neither; for they are none of Chriſt's Shepherds that 
doth thus, Jobn 10. 1, 2,3. 4» 5. 6, 7» 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
Matth. 15. 14. Iſai. 9. 16. Now all ſuch as do exhibit this bleſſed 
Ordinance, and thoſe to whom it is exhibited, that are not born 
of Gcd, can be but a Congregation of Hypocrites at the beſt, Fob 
15. 34 38. and s re as loathſome as a dead ſtinking Corps would 
be to be placed at a Kings Table. when he made a Royal Banquet 
for all his Nobles; and far more loathſome too: And therefore 
all fuch as theſe, cateth and drinkerh Damnation to themſelves, not 
diſcerning tht Lord's Body. And pray what can a dead Man di- 
ſcern? And therefore all theſe do but make a Chain of that Or- 


-dinance for Satan to bind them faſter to himſelf, under the guilt 
of all their Sins, inftead of receiving any good or benefit by it:; 
whereas à Child of God that cometh in a right manner, and to a 
right end, goeth away from that Ordinance with all his Sins par- 
-doned afreſh, and his Covenant renewed with the Lord, and rat i- 


fied and ſealed in the Blood 'of Chriſt ; the others they go away 
with all the guilt of their Sins faſter bound, and his Covenant with 
Death, and his Agreement with Hell, renewed and ratified afreſh, 


and ſealed; ai. 28. 15. And is not this a dreadful thing, think 


ye ? The Lord awaken all thatare thus guilty, to unfeigned Re- 
pentance. 2 8. 

But Secondly, There muſt not only be a ſpiritual State, but 
there muſt be a ſpiritual frame of Heart alſo; and this latter can- 
mot be obtained before nor without the former: There myſt > A 
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ſpiritnal State, before ever there can be aſpirityal frame of Heart; 
therefore every one that does not come to the Table of the Lord 
thus ſpiritually qualified, do come and eat and drink to themſelves 
Damnation, or Condemnation; aye, though he be a Child of 
God, and in a ſpiritual State: Neverthelels it is true, he doth 
not eat and drink eternal Condemnation to himſelf; and that be- 
cauſe he is in Chriſt; yet he may eat and drink the Merit of it 
vertually; he may eat and drink temporal Condemnation to him- 
ſelf, which may bi ing great temporal Judgments and Puniſhments 
upoa him or them that thus do, even corporal Sickneſſ. s and 
Death: Pſal. 89 30, 31, 32, 33, 34. F bus Children, that is, 
Chriſt's Cnildren, forſ«ke my Law, and walk, not in my Fudgments 1 
if they break, my Statutes, and keep not my Commandments ;, then will 
Tw:fi: their Tranſgreſſims with the Rod; and their Iniquity with. 
Stripes: Serben, my loving kindneſs mill I not utterly take from 
them, nor ſuffer *my Faithfulneſs to fail: My Covenant will # n 
break, nor alter the thing that is gone ont of my Lips. God may pu- 
niſh unworthy Receivers now, though in a ſpiritual State, as he 
did thoſe unworthy Corinthians heretofore, with Sickneſs and 
Death, for their prophauation of the Lord's Supper, when he 
may ſpare his Enemies in this Life, to puniſh them in the World 
to come. | 

Thus I have ſhewed you hriefly in part, what the bleſfed End 
and D:ſign of this holy Ordinance is, and alſo the Nature and Fen- 
dency of it; and you may obſerve; that it is one of the great Teſts 
that belongeth to the truly conſtituted Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which was made and provided in the Great Charter of Heaven, 
and lodged in the Church for all them, and them only, that belong 
to the ſpiritual Government of Heaven, namely, the true Mem- 
bers of Chriſts myſtical Body the Church, whereof he is the Su- 
pream Head and Governour, namely, the Univerſal Catholiek 
Church: And I have in the ſecond place ſhewed what the Subjects 
of this Ordinance or ſpiritual Government muſt be, and how they 
muſt be qualified. And thirdly and laſtly , I have ſhewed ye the 
danger that all thoſe are in, that — this Ordinance , with- 
out being duelyqualified and prepared for it; both of Believers in 
a carnal frame of Heart, and Hypocrites that are in a carnal dead 


ſtate of Nature. . 
- But it may be queried, Whether this ſacred Ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, may not be made a Ciyil Tef alſo, t apy 
ate 
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date Civil Government for the Admittance of Members thereunto, 
and for their Confirmation therein; and for a Licenſe to ſell Ale 


by; and other. ſecular things in this nature, as well as to be a Teſt 
for all them that belong to this ſpiritual Government? Unto this 
I with anſwer in the Negative, That it is not; for not one Soul 
that ever did, or that ever ſhall Receive this Holy and Bleſſed Or- 
dinance, out of ſuch a baſe, ſecular, prophane end and deſign, to 
aalifie them to come into the Government, or to ſell Ale, or any 
ach thing, but what does highly provoke God, in prophaning that 
ſacred Ordinance, not diſcerning the Lord's Body And fo they 
make themſelyes guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord; 
-which is to Crucihe to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put 
him to an open ſhame. They do eat and drink themſelves into 
the very ame Spirit with the unbelieving Jews, which they had in 
them, when they did literally, and actually, and maliciouſly Cru- 
cifie our Lord and Saviour Jeſas Chriſt ? So that according to this 
Teſteering Law, there muſt not one Soul come into the Govern- 
ment, but what muſt firſt go and Cruciſie to himſelf the Son of 
God afreſh, and put him to an open name. | 
God hath commanded People to Cruciſie their Luſts, before 
they can be meet or worthy to come into this ſpiritual Govern- 
ment, and partake of the Lord's Supper, and all other Church- Pri- 
viledges thereunto belonging. : 

But theſe Penal Laws or Teſt, commands Men to go and Crucifie 
their Lord and Maſter, before ever they can be permitted to par- 
take of the Civil Government, or any of the Priviledges thereun- 
to belonging. And is not this a dreadful Law, think ye, and ſuch 
a myſtery of Iniquity, as is not to be parallel'd in all its Circum- 

ſtances ?./ _. | ht 
Would it not be a dreadful thing, think ye, if there was a Law 
made, That no Man ſhould come into the Government, unleſs he 
would eat ſo much Rats-bane, as would fetch off all his hair off of 
his head and face, and fetch off all the nails from off of his fingers 
and toes, and lay him under: a declining, waſting , lingrinz 
-Diſtemper , ſo that his Life would be but a burden unto him? 
Why, I will be bold to ſay, Phariinfinitely worſe is this Law of 
encouraging Perſons to eat and drink Damnation to themſelves, to 
qualifie them to come into the Government : 'For as the bleſſed. 
-Ordinance of the Lord's Supper is ſpiritual Food, and alſo whole- 
- ome Phyſick for the worthy Receivers for in the former it 
2 — | | : feeds 


(3%) 
feeds and ſtrengthens the new Man, viz. all the Graces of the 8pi- 
rit that is ia Him; and by the latter all his Sins are ſubdued and 
mortified, and his Soul purged, and ſo kept in ſpiritual health: 
And thus it hecomes both Food and Phyſick to the true Believers; 
this is a branch ofthe Tree of Life, the Leaves whercof are for 
the healing ef the Nations. ä | 
And ſoon the other hand, it becomes ſtrong Poyſon to ſpiri- 
tual Vermine, namely, Hypocrices ;- It is the worſt Poyſon that 
ever can be thought on to them. As it is the greateſt Mercy, on the 
one hand, unto them that Receive it worthily , becauſe then they 
are as ſure to go to Heaven, as if they were there already, he- 
as they do know it or not know it themſelves; ſo on the other 
hand it is the greateſt Judgment under Heaven, for a perſon to Re- 
ceive it unworthily, in a carnal unconverted ſtate, becauſe he eat- 
eth and drinketh Damnation to himſelf, nor diſcerning the Lord's 
Body. This that is the greateſt Mercy to a Child of God, is tur- 
ned into the greateſt Judgment to a carnal Hy pocrite, that dare 
be ſo bold as to partake of this bleſſed Ordinance, out of any o- 
ther end and deſign, than what the Holy God in his Infinite Wiſh 
dom has appointed it unto. / 

O dear Souls! Do you that have been Teſt-Makers, and Tefts - 
Takers, and Tef-Givers,;in this ſinful way and manner, tremble - 
to think what will become of yout precious Souls, unleſs vou do 
ſpeedily vomit up again this deadly Pe ſon by unfeigned Repen- 
tance, and thorow Reformation. God hath (aid by bis Servant 
St. Paul, Let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread, 


and drink of that Cup: That is, he muſt try himſetf whether God 


by his Holy Spirit hath made him meet and worthy to partake of 
this holy, Ordinance z that he may know in himſelf whether he be 

one of the Gueſt that is invited unto this hleſſed Feaſt-; where. 

they are not only to feaſt with the Lord, but upon the Lord by 
Faith, Fobn 6. 47) 48, 50, 63. 1 Cor. 10. 1, 2,3, 4. And thereby 
are made worthy to take this ſpiritual Feſt of the Lord's own ap- 
pointment,in his own way and manner, and ſo to come into the 1 

ritual heavenly Government, and be made Members thereof: I 
who ſar ber eateth and drinkgth this Cup of the Lard unmorthily east 
and drinketh Damnation to himſelf, not diſcerwing cho Lor s Bvay: 
Hereit is faid,}hoſoever; that is, High or Low, Rich or Poor, Prieft* 
or People, Lord or Commoner; this is the unalterable Law and 
Am Charta of Heaven. God is no Reſpecter a 
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therefore look to it, you that are great Ones. And Death is no 


Reſpecter of Perſons alſo; for when he cometh wich his Sythe, 


he cuts down a Lord as ſoon as a Beggar, -- 
Well, thus you do hear what the Law of Heaven ſaith unto all 


theſe things; and now let us hear what the Laws of Men ſaith 


unto it alſo: Why the Laws of the Church of England ſaith = 

another thing; for they ſay tacitly and conſequentially, Let them 

be examined whether they have eat and drank their own Darhna- 
tion, and Crucified unto themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put 
him to an open ſhame z and ſo let them come into the Govern- 
ment both of Church and State : For whoſoever, whether he he 
a Lord or Commaner, that ſhall come into the Government with- 
out being thus ſinfully qualified, does incur to himſelf and Family, 


the Danger or Condemnation of 500 l. damage, not diſcerning or 


taking notice, that the Law of the Church of E is againſt 
him; and that they ſhall pay it every groat onꝰt, when ſhe-h:th 
the Whip in her hand again, and the Nation under her feet. | 
Hence we may obſerve, That if any Perſons will come into the 


- Government duly qualified, according to the Law in that caſe 


made and provided, they muſt enter in at Hells Gate; they muſt 
pawn, or even depoſit their very Souls, that precious Jewel that is 
more worth than ten thouſand Worlds, in the hands of the Devil, 
dy eating and drinking Damnation tothemfelves—— And if our 
Saviour Chriſt does not Reheem it out of his hands again, by Par- 
doning-Mercy in his precious Blood, they will be undone and dem- 
ned for erer: And this is in effect to have the Government of the 
Nation lodged in the hands of the Devil; for according to this 
Law, none muſt come into it, but what muſt firſt reſign! up the 
Condutt of their Souls unto Satan, and fo become his Subjects, or 


rather his Bond- ſlaves indeed.  ” | 


So that inſtead of coming into the Government in Gods way, 
and to act fox his Honour and Glory ; and for the good of the 
whole Nation, to puniſh'Sin and Iniquity, and to encourage Ver- 


tie t hubeen made ſubſervient to promote the Devils King - 


dom and Dominion, For him to Ride and Rule Get Mens Con- 
ſdendes and foro increaſe his Subjects, and to enlarge the Terri - 
tories of the printe of Darkneſs , even in the Hearts of wicked 
Men : For as our Saviour Chriſt has a Kingdom in the Hearts of 
his Saints and Servants ; and as a good *Governour promotes and 
encourages that why even ſo on the other hand the Kingdom of 

221127 Satan 
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ata It eneoutaged by an evit Government. And is not this d 
dreadful Judgment ſor ady People or Nation to lie under ? And 
are not theſe rotten Props, think ye, to ſupport and uphold a 
Church ur P wickal? And is not this a ſandy Foundation, 
on which theſe fooliſn Builders do Build this Houſe of theirs up- 
on? Mazthi.7. 26, 27 But it may be ſome will fay, I am of the 
Church of England, and it has been always my Principle thus to do, 
and therefore this does not concern me; but this concerns them 
that ate of another Principle, that do take it only to come into 
the Gover —— to ap — po I _— isa very ſad 
deplorable thing any that are Members of private ſeparate 
Co 177 ations, that are guilty of ſuch Hypocriſie; 4do not at all 
juſtifie them, neither does their playing the Hypocrite juſtifie you 
it may harden you, but it can never juſtifie you, no more than an 
erroneous Prirciple will; for Sin is nevertheleſs an Evil, becauſe 
that yaur corrupt Principle does fide with it. But you think you 
can ſin Cum provilige ʒ and it may be you will ſay, That you never 
82 the Sacrament<expreſly- upon this account, but as you 
Jo uſe to do at other cuſtomary times of the Year or Month: But 
I pray you gig me leave to query with you a little upon this 
paint. Did you never take a Certificate for ſo doing , to ſatisſie 
2 pa had power to ſcruple your coming into the Government, 
or into Places of Profit and Truſt, that you were thus legally qua- 
lied? Ves, that I muſt confeſs I have done: Why then that is 
enough z' for by that you do fignifie that you did approve of the 
project, or elſe you did do a thing againſt your own Conſcience; 
and ſo you make your ſelf guilty either way with-the reſt; and if 
you do approve of it, whether you had a Certificate or not, yet 
notwithſtanding are guilty by Approbation in ſiding with 
them, from Chriſt 's0wn Words, Luke-11, 23. Hethat is not with 
me, is againſt me : and he that gat hereth not with me, ſcatterith 4- 
broad; as he that is not againſt Chriſt is for him, Lake 9. 50. 
There muſt be no neutrality in this caſe; for Chriſt hates a di- 
vided Heart, viz. a Trimmer, Rev. 3. 16, 17. 1 know thy Works, 
that thou art neither cald nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot: & 
laben 27 thou art Inkewarm; and neither cold nor bit, 1 Will ſpa⸗ 
ches out of my month. Ash broken Heart and a contrite Spirit is 
the Sacrifice that God is well pleaſed with ; why even ſo on the 
contrary, a divided hypocritical Heart, which is that which the 
- Sacrifice of the Wicked is always made up of, is that _ is an 
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Abomination unto the Lord, for God hates and abhors a dlvided 
heart; But you do ſay you are of the Church of E. and it has 
been always your Opinion: Therefore now!in the third and laſt 
place, I will try you by one of your own 39- Articles, namely the 
19th, Article, wherein it gives the Definition of a true Church, 
viz, The viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congregation. of faithful 
Nen, in the which the pure Word of God is preached; and the 
<« Sacraments be duly Miniſtred, according to Chriſt's Ordinance in 
<< all thoſe things, that of neceſſity are Requiſite to the ſame z Now 
bring this pretended Opinion of yours to the Tryal, by your own 
Article, and all the reſt of your Hypocritical pradtices of this 
nature, and I am fure this Article congemns them all, and like 
Goliabꝰs Sword, it cuts off the Neck of them all, namely of your 


Plundering, and Bribing, and Impriſoning, and forcing Mens Con- 


ſciences, which practice of yours does better ſuit and agree with 


the Congregation of Hypocrices, in the 15 Feb, 24, 35. than 
ai 


with the Congregation of faithfal Men in the aforeſaid Article. 
Now ſhall any Perſons even dare to make ſo bold with the Al- 
mighty, as to plead for the continuance of ſuch Gates of Hell, as 
theſe are, that have been ſo long endeavouring to prevail againſt 
Chrii#s Church, though bleſſed be God, that That is fannded upon 
a Rock, and his Promiſe is that they ſhall not prevail againſt it; 
And ſhall any chaſe rather that we ſhould continue faſt Bound Kill 
under theſe Chains of Darkneſs, then to part with that Teſt, that 
is againſt the Romaniſts, the parting with which I cannot under- 
ſtand to be a ſin, for at the worſt that can be ſuppoſed by flaviſh 
fears and jealouſies, it is but running the hazard of ſuffering by 
them, which is very improbable, if not impoſſible; for his Majeſty 
has taken a very good courſe, to cure for ever that curſed old 
Cain-like ſpirit of Perſecution, for has he not given ſuch a teſti- 
meny againſt it, and ſuch. a rebuke unto it, as the like has never 


been given by any Chriſtian Prince before? Has he not moſt ge. 


nereuſly and freely declared unto all the World, unto God, An- 
gels, and Men, That Conſcience aught not to be Reftr ained in Meor 


Auers of. Religion, and that dne Man ought not to Oppreſs ane- 


ther Man's Conſcience, that is not of the ſame Principle with 
himſelf? For none but God ought to Rule there; And that we 


Auld do as we would be done by. And his Majeſty hath been 


graciouſly pleaſed to ſay, that bis Parliament, when convened, 
may make as firm Laws, as the Wiſdom of the Nation can think 
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vn, for the preſent and future iey and enjoyment of our 
Chriſtian and Civil Liberty. And he will give it Royal Sanction; 
What can be1aid more ? As for my on part, I am very well ſa- 
tis ned, that God is in all theſe things, and that he has raiſed up 


bis Majeſty, and Anointed him for this Great Work, as he did 


.Cyri of old 3: And that he is Acted and Guided by the Spirit of 
God, to proceed in this untrodden ſingular way; and by a new 


Rule that is given Him from Heaven, the glorious Effects of 


which, the Generations to come, as well as this preſent Age, will 
have cauſe to Bleſs and Praiſe God for:; and to honour bis Maje- 
ſties Memory. Who then need be afraid to truſt God, and to 
fall in and comply with his Majeſty, in promoting this Glorious 
Undertaking to compleat the Reſtoring the Empire of Conſci. 
ence; and to Retrieve this ons diſtreſſed Nation, that has Lain 
fo long Bleeding under theſe intolerable Yokes and grievous Bur- 
dens of — : Namely, all theſe Spiritual Penal Laws and 
ich ſuits better with the Turkiſßh Alraron, than with the 
Chriſtians Bible; or then with your own ir Article either: The 
two latter of which, l do own to be good & true.O my dear friends, 
Let us take up ſuch a reſolution, as the four Leprous Men did at the 
Siege of S<maria, that ſaid one to another, Why ſit we here until 
we Die? If we ſay we will enter into the City then the Famine i in 
the City; and we ſhall Die there: and if we fit ſtill here, we Die alſo. 
Now therefore come, and let us fal to the Hoſt of the Aſyri ant, if they 
ſave ut alzve, we ſhall Live; and if they kl u, we ſhall but Die, 
Even ſo let us ſay of theſe Penal Laws and Teſts, if they are con- 
tinued, and that the National Church ſhould get the whipping 
Power in their hands again, we are ſure to be perſecuted again, 
as Bad, if not worſe than ever we were yet, for they will then 
bring all theic Eccleſiaſtical Thunder upon us again, and Deſtroy 
us; though bleſſed be God their Advocates does not ſind that 
the Royal Thunder is ſo eaſily brought over the head of his Ma- 
jeſties Gracious Declaration upon us, as they would bave made 
the World believe it would; But if all the Penal Laws and Teſts 
ſhould be taken away and utterly aboliſhed, we may never ſuffer 
again. But however we can but ſuffer. But remember how it 
fared with theſe Leprous men, they were not killed, no more do 


I believe that we ſhall ſuffer by it. 

Now in the fourth and laſt place, I ſhal make Application of 
this Point in two Uſes, 3 | _ 
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it is ſuch an evii and dangerous 


ä () | 
- "The F5f mill be an A uf inform. 

And the Second ſhall be an Uſe of Exhortation- ATE. 

In the firſt-place, is it ſo, as you {te clearly proved it is, that 
us thing or any Pet ſons to oome into 
the Government, loaden with all cheſe abominhble ſinful qualifi- 
cations, then hence we may be informed hat a m of In- 
quity all thoſe Gentlemen are guilty of, that had their Hesds 
and Hands, and Hearts ingaged in che making. of this Teſt, and 
in Adminiſtring this Teſt, and Receiving this Feſt 4 Why, what 
were they guilty of ? why, they were vertually and c nenth 
ally guilty of horrible Murder; what Murder? why Murder of a 
Jobe and treble nature, Myſtically and Sacramentall '' 

Firft, They Murder the Eternal Son of God, 1 Cor. 11. . 

Wherefore, whoſoc ver fhall cat dis Bread, aud drank this Cup of the 
Lord: unwortbily, ſhalt he guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord. 
All Perſons whoſoever, whether Lord or Commoner, Spiritual or 
Te » for God is no Reſpecter of Pet ſons— But he 
— _ God, and worketh Righteouſneſs ſhall be Accepted 
Secondly, They Murder their own Souls, verſ. 24. For be that 
eateth and drinketb unmorthily, eas eth and drinketh damnation to bing 
ſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's Body. | * 
And thirdly and laſtly, They do Murder their own Bodies ta- 
citly, verſ. 30. For this cauſe many are weak and ſickly among you, 
and many ſieep, that ia, die. And for what cauſe was it? why, 
for eating and drinking at the Lord's Table unworthily ; as all them 
that take the Sacramental Civil Teſt, muſt vnavoidably do, be- 
cauſe it is effentially fiofol, in che very End and Deſign of it, for 
it was never Initituted and — 2 for any ſuch baſe, low, ſe- 
cular End, by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
-- Secondly, This in forms us, that all them that are and have been 
Teſt-Givers, namely the Clergy, are guilty of a very hainous ſin, 
that have given the Sop of qualification to them that come into 
the.Government, and to Ale-houſe-keepers, for by that they eat 
and drink Damnation to themſclves, and crucified to themſelves 
the Sen of God afreſh, and put him to an.open ſhame ; Pray, 
what opener ſhame could Ciriſt the Son of God be put to, then 
to be put to the Ale · Tub, namely to make the Sacred Ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper a Licenſe to ſell Ale by, which is more li- 


* Ker to commemorate Bacchw the God of Drunkards, than to- 
com- 


( 0 790 


commemorate Jeſus the God of Believers; they muff go and erv- 


eiſfe him that ſhould be their Lord and Saviour, and eat and drink 
their on Damnation, before could be duly qualified to the 


| Juftices humour, to ſell a Ale. Miſtake me not, I do not 


e the Calling, but for the abuſe of the holy Ordinance; for 


ebe Calling 15-45 lawful 4 ap other Ca &s, if it be nor abu- 


ſed f fers podly Man or Woman that'fells' Ale, having the 


Gtace of God in their hearts, have as good a right to that Or- 


dinances: as any other good People have, that are of any other 
Calling, for indeed none but good People ought to take up that 
Calling, ſuch as will nor fuffer Men to drink and ſwill, until they 
are drunk; which is'# horrible abuſe to People in this Nation, 
when they ſhall make no Conſcience of giying them drink, as long 
as they ean go or ſtand, and longer too many times, but this by 
the by: l fay again I do not deſpite the Calling, but I ſpeak againſt. 
the abuſe of the holy Ordigance; for it would be as'bad, if a 


Merchant were not ſuffered to dtade , unleſs he did receive the 8a- 
erament, becaule the end is naught, which is confuted by the 


common Proverb among us, viz. the End crowns the Action, 
which-is a great truth , for a bad end ever ſpoileth and marrs a 
good action, and I will not ſpeak without Book, it is a very good 
thing to relieve the Poor, and it is a brave thing ſor a Man te 
give his Body to be burnt for his Religion; and yet theſe two 


"brave: things may be done, and for want of a right end, they are 


of no value, 1 Cor. 13. 3. And t T beftow/ aſt my Goods to fred 
the poor, and though I give my Budy to be burned,and have not Charity, 
it profiteth- me not hing- You Gentlemen, that give the Sacrament 
to theſe baſe ſecular Ends, to qualifie Men to ſerve themſelves of 
the Civil State, you can be none of the Miniſters of Jeſu Chrz#2, 
you are but Mens Miniſters at the very beſt that can be thou 

on. And1 pray you to hear what the Apoſtle faith of this for- 
ked kind of medly-profanation of the Lord's Table, 1 Cor. 10. 21. 
Te cannot drink the Cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils; ye cannot 
he partakgrs of the Lord's Table, and of the table of devils. - © Sirs ! 
there is a dreadful Cup in the hand ef the Lord, that is prepared 
for all you that have given the cup of Devils, or Damnation unto 
others, and ſo made the Table of the Lord the Table of Devils, 
for them to eat and drink their on Damnation upon it; What 
Cup you will fay ? why, look into the 75 Pſal 8. For in the hand 
of rhe Lord there it 4 Can and the Wine is red and full of — 


1 —ů———5——— a 
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ard be poiereth aut f the. ſame. Thus far it was to come upon 
. God's own People, to e and refine them, which is, Judgment 


beginning at the Houle of God, 1 Per. 4. 17. But the reſt of the 


Cup is prepared for their perſecuting Enemies; Pray Mind, But 
ng AL — all the wicked of the Forth ſhall wring them out, and 


drink, them: And in the 55- Iſa. 22-28. there you have this Cup 


again, with the character of the Perſons hat are to drink it: 


Thus ſaith 5 Lord, the Lord and thy God, that pleadeth the canſe of 


his people, Behold, I haus taken out of thine hand the Cup of trembling ;, 


Out ot whoſe hand ? why, out of God's Peoples hand. even the 


© Dregs of the Cup of my fury thou ſhalt no more drink it again. 


But our Enemies ſay we ſhall drink it again; and Unbelief and 
{laviſh fears ſaith, we ſhall drink it again; but God faith we ſhall 
not drink it again; Nabum. 1. 9. What do ye imagine. againſt the 
Lord? he will make an utter end, affiiition ſball not riſe up the ſecond 
time. And the Kings Majeſty ſaith, we ſhall no tore drink ic 
again, whilſt. he lives And God faith he will put this Cup in- 


to the hand of them that afflicted thee ; which have ſaid to thy 


Soul, Bow Down, that we may go over ; and thou baſt laid thy Body 
as the Ground, and ay the Street to them-that went over; this 
Bowing the Soul, was to have them proſtrate their Souls, and Sa- 
criſioe theit Conſoiences unto their Luſts, todefile their Souls and 
Canfciences, by a ſinful complyance, by conforming to that Wor- 
ſhip, that has none of the Sanction of God ou it, nor none of 
God's Authority for it, by which they would fin againſt God, and 
provoke him to Anger; but they refuſed to do that, and did 
chuſe rather to expoſe their Body, to lay that as the Ground, and 
The Street to them to go over; You know the Ground is trodden 
under foot, and it is paſlive, and the Street is common for all 
Paſſengers; Why ſo our Body, which comprehends all our out- 
ward Enjoy ments, was laid as the round, and the Street, for them 


to go over; namely, Eſtates, Liberty, Relations, and the like, 


all was expoſed to the Cruelty and Malice of our Enemies; Look 
back» and conſider whether it has not been ſo ? if you cannot tell, 
I can tell by woful experience; But we would not Bow our Souls, 
hut did rather chuſe to Suffer than to Sin, which was in obedience 
to that command of Chriſt, to deny our ſelves, and take up our 
Croſs, and to follow him; But when was this Cup to be put into 
the hand of the wicked? why, after God had done puni ſuing and 
purging his on People for their ſins by them. It was to 9 

‚ is 
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chis laying the of God's Bodies as the ground, and as tie 
ſereet, unto them that went over: And another Character whem 
it was to be is this, When God who is Judge of all the Earth, put 
teth dawn one, and ſetteth up another, as you may ſee in the 
Verſe before the Cup is prepared, in that pſalm, 75. 7:. O Sirs ? 
you onglit to have fed the Flock with wholeſome -Goſpel- 
Food like good Shepherds; you ſhovld have preached the pure 
Word of God fairhfully, and miniſtred the Sicraments dnely, ace 
cording to your Nineteen Articles, as I hope and do believe ſome 
did, for I ill not condemn all, I hope ſome of you did ſeparate 
the precious from the viſe, Jer. 15. 19: Aud if thou take forth 
the precious from the vile, thou ſhalt be any Month ; let them return 
unto thee, but return not thou unto them. Did you do ſ6, Gentle- 
men? Did you take forth the precious from the vile? O no! But 
yon have given the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to whole 
droves of the vileſt of Men, Gentlemen, pray be not angry with 
me for dealing thus plainly with you; lam ſure a good Man will 
not; for | cannot ſew Pillows under your Elbows ; for I can àp- 
peal to God, That 1 wiſhyouno hurt inthe leaſt degree, neither 
will give any worſe Character of you, than the holy Scriptures. 
does infallibly give to Men that are guilty of what you are and 
have been guilty of: And therefore if you will be angry, you 
would do well to be angry with your own ſinful Practices, which. 
Have hronght you and Haid you under theſe black Characters; for 
it is only to ſuch 1 now ſpeak, and not to the vpright in Heart: 
pray hear what our Saviour ſaith unto you, and alſo of your Wor- 
ſkip, in Aatth. 15. 7, 8, „ 14. Though this was ſpoken unto the 
Jews, yet it is applicable unto you that tread in their ſteps, Te.'r.. 
13, 147 16. And hear what the Prophet Iſai ah ſaith, Chap. 56; 
v. 10, 11, - ow: ap ly 3 1 His 5 — Abe „they are all 
Ignorant ;, | dun 4 came: har ſleeping, lying 

3 — to ſlumber ; yea, they are greedy Dogs 2 never 
have enough, and they are ſhepherds which cannot under ſtand; they, 
alt look to their own way, _ for bis gain from his Quarter: 
Come ye, ſay they, I will fetch Wine, and me will fill aur ſelves. with: 
2. drink; and to morrem ſhal be ag this dey, and much more abun- 


Thirdly, We may learn hence what a dreadful thing theſe E- 
nal Lews and Tefts are: It is the very Ground and Foundation for- 


Perſecution it is that which gives Being to the Spirit of Perſe- 
25 N 5 cut ions. 


5 Au... 2 


-xtion 3, this Salamander is bred:jn this fire of Hells itte that) 


— 


which gives life to the Image of the Beaſt, Rev. 18. 1. It corro- 
borates and ſtrengthens the hands of, Pexſecuters, ho ave: and 
have been in all Ages the vileſt and baſeſt of Men: Ads . J. B 
tbe Jemi hic h believed nos, Envysi 8 them ceri in 
lewd ſelems of the baſer ſort, and od a Company, — it a t 
City in an uproar z, and ofſaulted t Houſe of Jaſon, and- aug bi to 
bring them out to the People. Why, what was the matter? why there 
had been a Conventicle at his ouſe ; and miſſing the moſt part 
of the People, (v. 6, ) they took Ja ſen the Man of the Houſe, 
and them which they took with him, and hound them ovet to An- 
ſwer at their Seſſions. I ſuppoſe hence we may obſerve in the 
firſt place by the way, That Perſecuters are the Tumult - Raiſers 
and common Diſturbers of Cities and Nations. Secondly: That 
the charging the peaceable People of God with Riots and Routs, 
and diſturbing the Peace, is an old trick of the Devil. And 
thirdly and laſtly, bindingoyer Perſogs for Worſhipping God, is 
a vexy ancient thing alſo. 

A Perſecutor is one that muſt ahandon all. | Honeſty ; he muſt do as he 
would not be done by; he muſt ſacrifice his — — pawn his Saul, in the 
Hands of the Devil, for he muſt perfecute Chriſt, 4ces 9.4, 5. and fight againſt God, 
— , 39- A Perſecnter is one that bids Defiance to Heaven, and is in 

and Rebellion againſt the Almighty, and he is ſtriking at the 


Apple of God's Eye; | Zecb. 2. 8. For -thus ſaith hg. Lord of — — the 
on. ach he ſent me unto the Nations ry, you 


which poi #9 
ng Spoilers of the Nation) for be that Zane ae of the Ap- 


fr Eye, that is, of God's Eye. 


. A Perſecuter is worſe than the Devil in ſome Reſpects ; forthe Devil 
cannot — ——— to Sin; but the Per- 
ſecutor does both ; he tempt» — — >, or Worſhip, that 
they are convine d in their it has none, of the 

nction of God's Authority upon it; c i they refuſe, then. he does what 

eam to force them, by Indictments and Fines, and Excommunications,. and 
Ptagilering, and Impriſoning them, md'thekke: Now, this the Deril canmet 
hy e therefore they are worſe then the Devil. © - - 
ourthly, A. —4— or aue that hatb this Cair- ile Spirit in hing 
= be th the Lord's Prcher, he Blaſphemy, for he, does bleſ- 
— t And Word of God'aith, nen cov © 


the F $a BY 
e be 
rar + wok but by bs Acad, ; for let bim that taketh - Ky — boy of the · 
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Goſpel : Sect of the ſame Leven are, in Jahn 8. 44. are of your Farbtr the: Devil, 
and the Luſts of your Father ye will de: He _ a Murtherer from the beginning, 
and abode mot in the Truth. Why I S0 all his Children departs from the Truth; when 

turn Perſecuters, they do not do as they would be, done by; they depart from that 


they 

Truth, which the very light of Nature doth teach us, au well as the Word of 
Now can it ever he poſſihle, that a Child of the Devil can call God Father, 
being guilty. of Blaſphemy at the ſame time; for be faith, Our Father which art i 
Heaven, when as his Father is the Devil; ſo that by bis Lye, be does tacitiy and 
conſequentially pull God out of his Throne of Mercy; and place his Father the Devil in 
his room, upon the Mercy Seat in Heaven, and puts up his Petition ta the Devil, in- 
ſtead of Praying unte God his Maker: And is not this a dreadful Caſe? | 

Nay further in the fifth place, for I have not done with ye yet: When a Perſecuter 
doth fay the Lord's-Prayer, he doth ſay, Thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done in 
Earth as it # in Heaven. And no Perſons are ſo great Oppoſers of Chriſt's Goſ- 
pel- Kingdom coming, as: the Perſecuters. are; and none does oppoſe the doing of 
God's Will in Earth as it is in Heaven, like them of a perſecuting Spirit; for in 
Heaven there God's Will is done uninterruptediy by Angels, and all other Glorified 
Spirits; there they Praiſe Goll in perfect Peace, Love, and Union; there is no Perſecu- 
ter there, nor none to diſturb nor make them afraid; for there they are all of one 
Heart, and of one Mind. But ſo it cannot be done in Earth by the Perſecuters, who 
cannot ſleep unleſs they do Miſchief, and they do hinder others from doing the | Wi(l 
of God in-Earth, as it is done in Heaven; therefore a Perſecuter cannot be fincere 
and in good earneſt, when he faith, Thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done in Earth, 
4 it n in Heaven; Therefore all they of a perſecuting Spirit, do but diſſemble and 
mock God, and tell him a parcel of Lies to his very Face, for they do ſay in Words, 
tba God's Will muſt be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven; but in Works they do 
utterly deny it, for they Dethrone the Almighty, who „ Ning of Kings, and Lord 
of | Lords, [as much as in them lyes. And the proud Perſecuters do mount 's Throne 
here on Earth, namely, the Souls and Conſciences of men, and ſay to their Souls, Bow 
down, that we may go over : They do rob God of his Sovereignty, and become ſpiri- 
tual Legiſlators to make Laws, and give Laws unto their Fellow-creatures to Worſhip 
God by, as they pretend, and fo do wreſt the Government out of God's Hand, over 
the Souls and Conſciences of men, which is peculiarly belonging to the Great and 
-Dread Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, which is to do their Father the De- 
vil's will on Earth, as it is done in Hell: And not to do God's Will in Earth, & it 
in Heaven. 

Again, Sixthly, A Perſecuter, as often as be faith the Lord's Prayer, does in Effect 
Pray, that God would not forgive him his Sins; for he faith, Forgive us our Tre 
paſſes, as wo forgive them their Treſpaſſes againſt us. Now a Periecuter cannot ſay 
this heartily and ſincerely, becauſe that inſtead of praying to God, he does imprecate 
the ſoreft of Judgments upon himſelf; for he ſaith, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive chem their Trejpaſſes againſt 1s, and the Perſecuter did not, nor yet does not 
* forgive the Difſenters, though but pretended Treſpaſſes againſt them, when, ſome 
Perſons have fallen into their hands by their” Nonconformity in the matter of Warſhi 
'ping of God, when they have deſired them to be favou able unto them, and have told 
them, if they did proceed to the Rigour of their Law, they would ruine t and 
their Wife and Children ; they would not hearken unto them, unleſs they would bow 
dawn their Soul unto them, that. they might go er, namely, to Conform, ſo that 
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u in them, I would adviſe them to forbear faying the 'Lord's Prayer, which .is too H 
ly and Sacred a Prayer, for ſuch profligate Wretches to take into their Mouths : But 
let him that taketh the name of God in his Mouth, t from Iiquity ; 
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pardouing 
namely, that God would not pardon them : Look to it all y 
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Tryal, Lake 19.27. thoſs mine Hnemie which would not F ſhould Res 
wer them, bring hither, and flay them before me. Ay | Chriſt will fe the Breast 
done upon them himſelf, for they are the greateſt Enemies that Qhrift has upon the 
89 he Peft of a N Kingdom 

n, d are the very a Nation, or 3 forth 
— Subjects from their Prince, and from their Native Conntrey ; and ſo De 
populate Kin and deftroy Trade, and ipoveriſh Nations; and they do ſepa- 


rate gi om their Children, and Huzbands from their Wives, and cauſes Rebel- 
Hon and Wars. 

Firſt, They do ſeparate Subjects from their Prince, and Depopvlate their King- 
doms, and Imporeriſh Nations by deſtroying Trade; for Perſecution does always drive 
out, and drive away many of the Inhabitants of the Land into other Countries, befides 
what they ruine and deſtroy at Home in naſty Goals, and with Grief and Purerty ; for 
when they are perſecuted at one place, they fly to : And the Nene faith, 
Prov. 14. 28. In the Multitude of People us the King s Honour : But in the wane of 
—— Deſtruftion of the Prince : And by this means Trade is deftroyed, and 
the diſturbed, and the Treaſure of a Nation or — is Exhauſted and 
Dreined away, which is the very Sinews, and Veins, and , ay, and the Life too, 


"of the Body Politick of a Nation: And that Nation that giveth Liberty, is thereby 


Inriched ; for by that means they become a Drein unto thoſe Kingdoms or Nations 
that NID, => 7 1 People, which is the Honcur, and 
Story, Strength of a Ning; For, w a King or Kingdom, without People ? 
1 Nee un an. he Wealth 

» t ive Li in away Qt - and 
Treaſore of » Nation that does perſecate, which does mi 
Dnporenfh the latter; and this is the very cauſe, that makes 
Kickle © much « they do, againſt the Eftabliſhin 28 our Chri | | 
Ja Charts, and that is the Reaſon why that Eaft-Wind does bring over ſo many 


> 


| | of 
a3 well as our Crafts-men that belongeth to Dian here, at maketh them and the 
other ſickle, as they do at this time againft the Aboliſhment of the Penal Laws and 


Tefts ; but it is my Opinion, that both the one and the othe 
ployed, in humbling themſelves before the Lord for their 
it home; let them pull the Beam gut of their awn Eye, before they go about to 
the Mote out of their Brothers, Mare. 7. 5. Thou Hypocrite, firſt La out the 
out of thine own Eye, and then ſhalt thou jee clearly to caſt our the More out of thy 


E 


Brothers Eye. 

I fay again, Let them both begin at home, for God hath a with them 
both ; againſt the one, for their Bloody Perſecution and prophaning the Sacred Ordi- 
nance of the Lord's Supper, and their grievous Oppteflion : And God hath a 
verſy againſt the other, for Prophi * Loid's Day, and for Swearing Sacre- 
mento, and for their Drunkenneſs ; and let them repent of it all, and of their great Un- 
heard-of Epicurian Abominable Gluttony 5 and let them 


countenance 
to hr them to Sea, on the Lord's Day, 
and to do any other Wor on that Day, without Countroul ; and 
will not God Viſit for E 
of the North Country Gentlemen, that has formerly been of Religion. 

Surely, if Noah, Daniel and Fob could not prevail with the Lord to turn away 
Wrath from a People, I cannot think that he can be very acceptable with the R 
who hath put off his Coat and d another Religion, then what he was Born and 
Bred to, Rev. 2. 4, 3 Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt 
left thy firſt Love; remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 2 aud 
do the Works, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Candleftich 
our 2 t > And what is ſaid here of a Church, and to a 
Church, is applicable alſo to particular Perfons : And let him return to his firſ# Love, 
and not fickle ſo much againſt our preſent Liberty, leaſt he and all that taketh that 
courſe, be found even to oppoſe or fight againſt God: Mind what Counſel that hooeft 
Man Gamaliel gave to the Old Perſecuting ſuperſtitious Jews, in almoſt a parallel 
caſe, 4, 8. 38. 9. And now I fay unto you, ain from theſe men, and let them 
alone; for if the Counſel or this Work be of men, it will come to ht ; but if it be 
of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leaſt baply ye be found, even 7 fobe againſt God. 
Ol that we might all repent, and return to our Allegiance to God, eſpecially ſuch as 
have and are yet ſtill taking wrong ſteps out of Gods way, for God is a coming to call 
us to account for what we have been doing, Amos 3. 8. Lyon bath Ryared, who will 


not fedr ? The Lord God bath ſpoken, why can but To ? And although I am not 
a Prophet, nor the Son of a Prophet, yet this I = ly 
2 p 


Aſſert, That withonr a fpet- 
dy 
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upon a People or Nation. 


Fay © 


WY ” 
dy R thorough. 
. dy Repentance; -and a ad in en 


| | two forts. of People at home and 
Shoot, that are ſo moch aga | n hath ſent vs 
| leaven by the Hands of h's Gragioiun Myeſty, God will bring ſome tremendous 
Judgment upon them both, for they have no other ſolid Reaſon for it at the bottom, 
but becauſe it does ſeem to interfere with their - Worldly Secular Intereſt, as if their 
.happine&, did lye wholly in our Miſery ; they had rather that we ſhould ye under the 
heavy Burdens of Oppreſſion of Conſcience, then that they ſhould be prevented of 
waking themſelves Rich and Great, by our Inevitable Ruine and Deſttuctiop. And 
. is. this to walk according te the Golden Rule of Chrift, to do to others as we would be 
done by? It is true, our Eft Conntrey Neighbou's do give Liberty of Conſcience ; 
and the thing is very well, and it is good in it (elf ; but yet I muſt tell ye, they could 
do no leſi in point of Prudence to themſelves, for by that Liberty and their Neighbour- 
ing Peop'es Captivity,in a great meaſure, they ſtand, and grow Great and Potent, which 
[bs honeſt Policy I muft confeis: But I am apt to think it is not much more then Hu- 
,mane Policy, as you ſhall hear, if you do weigh and conſider the thing well in its full 
Latitude, for they do owe much of their Greatneſs to the Spirit of Perſecution aud 
Oppreſſion: But if the reſt ofthe Neighbouring Princes do but follow. the Example of 
His Majeſty of Great Britain, in giving and eſtabliſhing Liberty of Conſcience in meer 


Matters of Religion, upon laſting Foundations, which I hope, and am very iticlinable to 


believe they will in a ſhort time, Rev. 17.16, 1 6. which would make their Crowns fit fafter 
and firmer upon their Heads, and the Jewels thereof to ſhine more conſpicuouſly in the 
Eyes of God, and in the Hearts of their beſt Subjects, Which is far more pleaſing to God 
and all goed Men, then, to have it wreathed about with the Oppreſſed Conſciences of 
their Subjects ; like unto a Crown of Thong, to ſcratch the Souls of their People; why 
then our Eat Country Neighbours might reſt ſatified, and fit down in Peace under 
their own Vine, and under their Fig-Tree, and be contented with what they have got- 
ten, for they have catcht a great deal of Fiſh in our troubled Waters, which I do not 
begrudge them in the leaſt : But yet notwithſtanding, I would not have them endeavour 
to Undermine and do what in them 1yes, to overthrow out Chriſtian Liberty by their 
Pamphlets ; and eſpecially” as they have done by that ſpecious Letter, wherein they 
cunningly infiriuate 2 pretence of being willing to afford us a Liberty of Conſciencè, 
which is but juſt next door to a greater Captivity, or a Shooing-Horn unto it, which any 
Man ahnoſt, though. he had never been at the Univerſity, nor yet at the Inns of 
Court, might ſce through and through it, without the help of a pair of Spectacles : The 
worthy Gentleman preſcribes a Liberty for the Exerciſe of our Religion, it is true; but 
if you look into the bottom of it, you will find that it is but Durante beneplacito. It 
ſhall be but as long as our Enemies pleaſes ;, for as I take it, he ſaith it is fit that all peo- 
ple ſhould have the Liberty of Worſhiping God according to their ſeveral Perſwaſiont, 
which is very good fo far; but ſays he, It is not fit or ſafe, that the Legiſlative Power 
fthould be lodged in any other Peoples Hands, but theirs of the National Church; or 
Words to that effect: As if the Worthy Gentleman ſhould have ſaid, That all the 
Diſſenters of all forts, are either Knaves or Foo, or Children under Age, and there- 
fore not worthy or fit to be truſted with their Inheritance, namety, Liberty of Con- 
ſetence, and the Security of it, but muſt be under Tutours and Governovrs, and chuſe 
"themſelves Guardians: And it is not fit that they ſhould intruſt themſelves with their 
ewn ſhare of the Government, according as his Gracious Majeſty would have them, 
which is to have them that hate us to have the ſole Rule and Government over us, which 
is Ranked in the holy Scripture, among the greateſt of Judgments that God does bring 
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khn { be very great Fools, or very little Chidren; 
Pray,” at kind of Security can ſuch a kind of Leki give us ? And what can any 
ſuch kind of Liberty afford us Difſenters, of all ſorts, in Terra Firma, where we are 
not under an abſolute meceſſity to giye Liberty of Conſcience, for to get Bread for the 
Nation ? If it were ſo, then the Parallel with their Government; would hold Water in 
ſome Mesſure. But as the Caſe and Circumſtance with vs, is far otherwiſe then 
that with them, therefore the Gentlenian meaſures by a wrong" Rule, and is out, there- 
fore as we fay, he muſt begin again, and 70 upon another Topick ; for this will not do 
with us, as not being laid under a general neceſſity of giving Liberty of Confcience, as 
they are: for here, if the Church of . have the ſole Legiſſ tive Power in their 
Hands, they may give us Liberty one Seffions of Parliament to quiet us, and to ſerve 
a Turn; and the next Seſſions, they may take it away again, and ruine, and undo us; 
nd ſuch a Kind of Liberty as th's, would not be worth two years Purchaſe of any Man's: 
Kae in England: Pray, What is the Reaſon that the People of Eng and. that are of 
the ſame Relſgion with the Church- of. England. men in London, do not ſuffer them to 
chooſe all their Burgefles, and Knights of the Shire, in London, for all the reſt of the 
Natiou, being they are ſo near to the Parliament-Houſe, and all of one Ret gion, ra- 
ther than to put the Counties and Corporations, to ſo much trouble and charge? What 
an unreaſonable ſtrange Qneſtion is this > 'Why ! Pray what is the Reaſen ? Why, It is 
becanſe they will have ſome of their own Neighbours and Friends there, that are in- 
tereſſed Men in the Countrey, to Repreſent their Neighbours, and to Redreſs their A- 
grievances, and to Defend and Secure their Priviledges, and to Prevent others tor lay- 
ing more Taxes upon them than their ſhare, Well, if the Church-of-Engtand-Men 
will not truſt one another in leſſer matters; who are all of one Religion, how much. 
lefs Reaſon have all ſorts of Diſſenters to truſt them? And how much more Reaſon; 
have all ſorts of Diſſenters, to have their Proportion of Repreſentatives in the Parlia- 
ment-Houſe, to defend and ſecure them, in all their proper Rights and Priviledges be- 
longing unto them, both as Meri and Chriſtians ; that they might not be ruined and 
undone, by cruel oppreſſing Laws,” and have no Party in the Houſe to oppoſe them, 
and to ſpeak a Word for them? How unreaſonable a thing is it, that ſuch a vaſt body 
of People, as the Diſſenters of all ſorts do make in'Eng/and, ſnouid be Excluded the 
Government? I will appeal to God, Angels and Men, of the Injuſtice and In- equality 


ef the thing : And thus you do ſee the Scope and Drift of the Letter, and how this - 


great Eaſt-Countrey-Gentleman has trick d upon us. 

Therefore I am apt to think, and am jealous, that they themſelves do not give Li- 
berty, for Chriſtian Liberty's-ſake ; that is, they do not give it ſo much for God's ſake, 
as for their own. For if they give Chriftian Liberty for God's-ſake, or for Chriſtian 
Liberty's-ſake ; then to be ſure, they would be as willing to have it granted in other- 
Countries as in their own; and if fo, then they would not fill our Ears with din 
as they do; but they give Liberty of Conſcience out of civil Policy, and not ſo much 
religiouſly, or for Religion's-ſake ; for the end and'defign Crowns the Action; for a 
Man may do a good thing, but yet it may be to a bad End, and that marrs and ſpoils 
all, not that civit Policy is to be condemned, if it be to 1 civil End. And the Truth 
on it is, whether this Liberty they give, may be properly called Chriſtian Liberty, 
or whether it may not as well be called Licentiouſneſs, is a great Queſtion with me ? 
Or, Whether it may not fall much about equal betveen both > Whether there be not 
as much Liberty and Indulgence, =_ to Sin and Luft, as there is given to a well- 
ordered Chriftian Liberty of Conſcience ? Fer Icannot tell, whether they ever told the 
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d who is fo blind 7s they, that will n t lee into this Intrigue or Wheedle ? Sure · 
e Man tbe he enters 9. fo. this Intrigue or 


meer 


World that Conſcience Docht | not tobe reſtrained in thing that relate to Matters of 
Religion and Worſhip, as his Gracious Majeſty hath done. Thus you ſee in part, 


and taken away, by accepting of Chriſtian Liberty, while we are labouring in the Fire 
by the Hand of his 


Gracious Majeſty, does offer it unto us, to compleat it, by their Expoſing of ws 
their Ridiculous Painted Chariot : But they may aſſure themſelves, that there is 1 85 


occaſioned by theſe Cruelties Tr poor Babes crying for the abſence of their Im- 


ing Spirit, amongſt « alſo thoſe Eaft-Countrey-Gentlemen, that are ficht 
. hens, br tey oe i'r | ere Ge wie 


Liberty of Conicience at home, yet they are abroad, which is an in 
Argument with me, that they do not give Li of Conſcience npon a right gene- 
rous Chriſtian Principle: That is thus, They do not give it ſo much for God's fake, as 


for their own, as I aid befi wp” | 
Thirdly and Laftly, Perſecution is the Father of Rebellion, and the Mother of Wars, 
James 4. 1, 2,3. From whence comes Wars and Fighting mem you Come they not 
bende, even of your Laſti, that war in your M s ? Te Luſt, and bave not: 1+ 
kill, and difire te have, and cannot obtain: Te Fight and War, yet ye have not, be- 
cauſe ye atk amiſs, that ye may con{ume Ar your Lit. And Solomon ſaith, That 
ion maketh the Wiſe Man mad. no Man can be ſaid, to be truly wiſe, 
but him that js really good ; and they are generally ſuch, as are the Subjects of this 
kind of Oppreſſion, which is. the greateſt Oppreſſion of 5 i ng pong dear- 
er in the World to a good Man, than Li to ſerve and worſhip God, according to 
his Light and ge that Cad hasgiven bim : But here is a wi 
fore a good Man, and yet a mad Man 3 And what made him fo * Why, the Text 
telle us, Gat i u Oppraen: Well! And what is a mad Man? 


He grows reſolute and deſperate: And Thirdly, and Lt, He betaketh himielf ts 
undue Means for his r he flics to an arm of Freſh, for to caſe himſel, 


g Eo 


(535) | 


to I him ; and this h the 
re all the Wars and Rehellions that have been among us, ought 

to be principally to the foot of the Perſecutors Account. | 
Fourth and Lath, A Perfecutor is one, that is an incarnate Devil; for this is- 
that Devil, that doth cuſt the Saints and Servants of God into Priſon, that we read on 


1 
f 


in Kev. 2. 10, Fear none of theſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer ; behold, the Devil 


caſt em of you i Priſon. Shiew me a Perſon that is a Perſecuter, and at the 
— I will ſhew you fon earnate Devil, | 

: Fourthly, This great Truth informs us, that all thoſe that are afraid to part with alt 
thoſe Penal Laws and Teſts, that keep men out of t, upon acconnt of Re- 
yon. and that for fear of Popery, are more afraid of uncertain future ſoffzring, then 

continuing under certain preſent finning againſt God; for they do tacitly and con- 

ſequentially, and nnadviſedly chooſe, rather that Chrift ſhould remain ftj1] Crucified, 
by this horrible 'Law of the Sacramental Teft, which obligeth a Man to Crucifie his 
Redeemer that ſhould be, and tliat before he cn be dueh qualified to come into the 
Government, then they will part with the Tef, that is againſt the Nm in ſt : Theſe be 
the 19th Article-men of the Church of England: and ſome other good Men who are 
afraid oa = with the Teſt upon another account, then thatiof the Perſecuting part of 
the (ai 


your Duty is And alfo yo may fee what your Sin hath been, yon that have not 
_—_ 19th Article: But ſtay, the Apoſtle hath not done with you yet, for as- 
you m 

him (and St. ohm) That they were U 4' and ane Men, Afts 4, 13. And 
TIED 


er he was for Liberty of Conſcience or not; and 
whether he was for having or appointing any Humane Teſt, to ſecure oor Chriſtian Li- 
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helpers of yorr Foy ; But they that are againſt Eilerg. 
the Cees are the greateſt to Joy inthe whole- 
erg — they will, For bj Farrh pe ſtand. Where was the Apoſtle when: 
this? Why even in the midit of all hu Enemies. Why forchy St. Paul and our 
Projeters were not of one and the fame >: dy fy, Ther ty the: 

| | | & when he was in Ten. 

we are, faid, By Faith we There was his Tu which 
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Liberal Man devi ſetb Liberal;\things 3, and by. Liberal using. be ſhed. and. 
Now can the Teſt againſt e called . thi Mi ven it 
is a thing that keeps them out of their ſhare of the Goyerpment, - on the account of 
Conſcience ? Here is neither ſtanding by Faith, nor ſtanding by Liberal things: Which 
is the moſt Liberal thing, think ye, a, firm Magna; Charta to ſecure every Man in his 
Chriſtjan and Civil Liberty, hich his Majeſty does propoſe to be deviſed hy the M. 
dom of the Nation in Parliament, or this Old long; Parlswentary Teſt e Truly for my 
part, I cannot fee any kind of Liberality in e 10%, ; and I can ſee no kind of nigard - 
jy -Churliſhneſs that there can be in a firm Magus Charta for our Chriſtian Liberty : 
Thus you fee theſe two holy Apoſtles were both for Liberty of Conſcience, and to make 
Faitb their T-# to ſtand upon, and fo am I; not but that I am for all the Civil Securt- 
ty that can be made, which does not tye up Mens Conſciences in point of Chriſtian Li», 
berty : I am not for knocking men in the head, © raiging them, becauſe; they are not 
ofmy Principle; but let the No I the Wheat, until the greit Harveſt ; and 
- whoſoever is not of this Mind, is no Chriftian, let, him call himſelf what he pleaſe :! 
And I do not doubt, but there are Honeſt, Able Heads and Hearts at work, a draw 
ing up to themſelves Propoſitions for the Eſtabliſhing of our Chr;#ian Liberty, againſt 
the time that the Great and Honourable Counſel of the Land ſhall! meet together, that 
will be ſatisfactory to all the honeſt Hearts that are willing to be. ſatisfied: Thus yen 
ſee allo, that thoſe 32 rather that all the Pena Laws and-Teſts ſhould be continu», 
ed, then that one Te/?' agaiwſt 8 ſhould- be taken away and. Aboliſhed, 
do chooſe rather to ſin againſt God: now, then to venture to ſuffer hereafter; becauſe: 
the Penal Laws and Jacrament al Teſt, are Eſſentially ſinful in themſelves, as you lee clears: 
ly proved. 1 0 15. % 
ef , Is it fo that Men muſt Eat and Drink their own Damnation to qualify 
them, before ever they can be admitted to come into the Government, or any place of 
Truft and Profit > Why then this clearly Informs us, that poor Deluded Men, that do 
Obey ttieſe Laws, do pawn: that precious Jewel, even their Souls, in the Hands of 
the Devil; and do chooſe rather to truſt the. Devil with their Souls, then to truſt God 
with their Eſtates, or to give Wicked Men an advantage againſt them, of bringing 
them into '5co l. Damage; and none but Chrift, whom they do thus Crucify, can 
Redeem them out of Satan, Hands; and that by his precious Blood, in appeaſing the 
Wrath of God, and attoning them to God, by giving them Unfeigned Repentance and 
Faith in him; for none can come to; God, but in and through him alone; the-Lord:of 
his Infigite Mercy awake ye all to Unfeigned Repeutan the Decice briugeth 
forth ; for if Death cuts you down, in Le Impenitent, Condition, 300 have. no better 
hopes of Eſcaping, the Damnation, of, Hell; dar ol. Eajoyiag Excmral, Hoppiweks, in 
Heaven, then this, which is 3 Dreadful deceitful one, as-you-will find hen it istoa late. 
Namely, That the Word of is not true; Which is in; plain Engliſh, without the 
help of Hebrew, Greek or, Latin, to hope, tut God is; a Loan; but lex Goll be. True, 
and every Man. 4 Lyar,. 3 ** ©. Horrible Horrjble:| Deluded Senle! 
That ever there ſhould be ſuch a Device: of the. Devil promated by Men, for to Danin 
Men's Souls by Law ! What will after Ages think of ſuch à Generation of; Men asthif? 


O! that ever it ſhould enter into the. Hearts of /Rationgl Meg, to make: ſuch a Heas 
ren-Drin Law as this! And that which, ener: 5 the wonden is this, That there 
ſhould be ſo many Pillars of their Church, which are called Spiritual Lords; and that 


ever they ſhould conſent to it, that ought to have told thoſe Gentlemen, that promoted 
u, the Danger and Evil of it, for, had ary Baa any Honogr for God, and Value and 
Elteemfor Chriſt and hn Ordinance, and Pity for Mgn's Souls, they woylde never bose 
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ch Door t much widet then oy? Saviour. or 294 f Apen, 
den 2 5th Article made it; © make the Church of God not only 


Tparete the Precious from che Vile ? I think the 4 of England ought not to va- 
lue ber-{clF upon ſuch” Laws at theſe are, above t Neigh fre: and traly ſhe hath 
little cauſe to make hor boaſt of theſe 225 and ich ſhould rather be matter 
ſhame unta tem indeed, -Fer. 23. 3 ee. en dſo i in the Prophets of Jeruſa- 
a horrible thing; they commit A walk in Lies; they ſtrengthen alſo 
— of evii ders, that none 40 50 —5 from hi irickedneſſ; they are all unto 
me Sodom, and abe Inbabitants w Gomorah : Therefore the ſame Judgments that 
nd ning upon theſe Prophets that was ſo guilty then, may be expected to come 
pon thoſe Prophets among ns-now, or an Equivalent, who are guilty of the ſame fins, 
if n not., worſe.z-for.if the Body of Sin and Iniquity now, be of the ſame ſhape and big- 
neſtʒ as it was then, why then a Garment. of Wrath and Vengeance of the ſame ſize now, 
will nt & as did then, therefore look for it, and expect it; withopt a J Repentance, 
thare ill be a ſpeedy Ri5Gdance, Jer. 613, 14. For from the 47 them, to the great 
eſt pf; them, every one il given . and from the t, 575 unto the 
Prieſt, every one dealeth faſſy. They bealed'alſo the Hurt of the Des, of 
2 22 ightly, ſaying; Peace; Peace, "When there it no Peace, Were they aſham- 
when they had committed Abomination-? Nay, they were not at all aſhamed, n 
—— they Bluſn; Therefore, They ſhal (oe fell Among them” that all, at the ti 
the Lord. Thus you what a dread- 
44 lition all they ate in, that are . gay now among us 3 they are nothing 6f 
—_— —_ Article. 

Ce vent hly, This informs us alſo, that all thole that do thus come into the Govern- 
ment, Inveſted with theſe God-provokipg, moſt abominable valifications do Trea- 
fure.yp Wrath agaipſt the day of Wrath, and Revelation of 's Righteous Judg” 
ments, without a ſpeedy and unfained 25 and turning to God; They 


2 . their on Spritual Bane, and poyſon and deſtroy e Sele, Aud. 


it profit 4 Min 0g din he rg World, and lok hi own' Soul? Of 

le given in Exobange for, bus \Soul & Baith our Bleſſed” Lord agd” Siri 
Joly Pray Gentlemen, try your ſelves by theſe things. 
oe Eighehhy, Is it ſo, that all-thoſe that come into the Gorernment, Guben 
Sacramental Law, Do Ear and Drink, their own Damnation ; z then 
this informs us, that this Law, is againtt the Statute, ſtanding, unalterable Law of Hea- 
yen 3: An pig Fundamental. wof the Land faith; That whatſoever. Laws are 
a the Law of Gad, are ins fafto, void and null in themſelyes, and there- 
4255 be „vor taken notice: of, ho further than to loath it, and to abhor it, 
d it: d thoſe: Spiritual Gentlemen, that had their Hand 'and Hearts en- 
ged in the making of theſe Laws, are the moſt to blame of all, and the Blood of 
cir Souls, that have periſned upon this Acconnt, will be requiret at their 8 : 
Nel 3. 20. Again, when 4 yr ors Man doeh turn * his 8 


Commit 1 and ;I, lay a ſtumbl fore brm, he the in his Sin; 
eng. bis R. om Hee od © e ſhun be red © Bue bis Bloc 


1 1 . 1 1 10 ns 


That no Minis ford tore ito 5" the Governinznt” 
no, man. 7 6 reseiys the Sacrainent on-this Account. But if they it, and 
Government, they, muſt; reseive it: You ſay, no body is forte d 10 came in- 


| FC thovghs: dannn ty e I do nat, e 
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2 Ben d Robbers in bis igt, Püt alſo to make it 2 Herd of wine: And is this to 


is as abſolute a neceſſity, for Perſons to come into the Govetnment:t:>Here 


c * 
y -J 


wc. Andgp or 0 there muſt be no — rs Fm us at all. 420 —— 
great deal of Difficulty, to keep People to rights, where there-is good Government ; 3 


| Roms and to Bah and 


— — —— — 


Lin Þ PP east, 

urch; or ele, Pray, Why do receive Nee 

4 vr Perſon in your Family, and have put in the Exchogier, for 1 
paying of it But that by the By. 2 

Pray tell me, Is there not an abſolute neceſſity e Why, 

Man denies that, for it is an Ocdinance of God ; why, if fo, then it follows, 


that there is an abſolute Neceſſii of Government, and that om the moſt 8d 
and Reafon that can be; namely, becauſe it is an Ordinance of God ; and thereldre- 
follows, that there is an abſolute Neceſſity. of Perſons,” to govern well: What: then 
_ it ever be ee that Gag! hath Qrdained, that any Man ſhould Damm his 


Di ik Damnation him; — bande Len —— > — * the ne- 
ceflary Conſequence of tat Argument, ve. ahora pad of God's Ovs 
dinance of che Civil Government, - m | 
t= ans. alſo, Murder. — ut Gr, Mae -Awd abo it — That there 
is an abſolute Necelity. gf: it too, by the former Aſſertion ; namely, the. Laws and: 
O. dinanee of God, the Lane of Mens or elſe Perſons miuft fin againſt God, by 
nct 1 that Tete his — : And then,. the Ke ere th chat 


vernment? Who ſhould them? Q. to him that is fronger | 
0 mm thou ꝰ Now hap. hem? el fey ann eG Beg Pry 


of Oner, and not of that hatk ordained Givil Government, neyet 
ordoined ſuch a cruel, baſe, foul way, to come into it: You do tacitly make God a. 
crnel Task -Maſter, ſeverer than Pharaoh, that would — the People to make Brick 
without Straw, and jet - abate nothing of the Tale, which is, to m | | 
of Evil, and fo charge God fooliſhly :-Surely God that made this Ordinance. of Civil 
Government, never did ſhut it up, and'incloſed it, fo as RN is no [ 
mto it, without — on Eternal Son afreſh, and putting 


one ot. the 12 that ever was committed, and 'o 
iſhly ; for by my fying Soul-Damning-Law, they incloſe God's 
his Ordinance Civil —— and ſtop up the way to it, and wilt not — 


a way to his — und: The Law of the Land, alloweth every man a 
and will younota \God a way tobiz? Andisnotthis a miſerabie Ca 
gr avian. to be to be in, that you-muſt either have-no Government at 
— 4 upof a Company of Men, that have pawned 3 in the 1 
te Re ele io Conders i6:muſt.be ? Aud which. is the 
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Enenties chat do vertually Murder Som; when it in fald in Scripture, He eh. 
hates bu » # 4 Murderer. ſthey not be good Mens Enemies, hat would 
_— — — they not be their own Enemies, 

0 and Murder their own And all this u done inthe very Act of Quali- 
— that you ſee this Qbʒection is altogether groundlefs,as well as very dangerdut; 
for han our Ener Mer wholly in their own 
Hands, wh vt do ? If God does permit them, they may make 
Laws to cut Throats, and yet not fo Cruel as this Law is, to 
Crucike the their Redeemer, and Eat and Drink their own 


be 
ir own Souls, without God's [Infinite preventing Mce- 
to come into he Government; Aye, or to 
Perſons, becauſe there is a Law in being, that for- 
any Perſons does do by our Lord and Saviour, as Pha- 
8 him again to be his Cup-bearer, 
Foſepb's Affliction too: Why, even'lo it is now 
the late Horrible Perſecutiom: Now they are fet at Liberty, and are at Eaſe, they for- 
et the Bleſſed Jeſus, as the Butler forgat , untHhehad ocea ſion to make uſe of him, 
Chriſt is ill in Sofferings Vertoally, and lieth Crucified among ur, and will be, uptil 
theſe Crucifyiag Laws be Aboliſhed ; which if they be continued, will indanger the 
Deſtruction of the Nation, by ſome Tremendous Sweeping Judgment, from the im- 
mediate Hand of God ; and therefore it is the Duty, as well as the Intereſt of ail Peo- 
ple, good and bad, of what Perfwafion foever, to joyn Heart and Hand with his Graci- 
our Majefty in the Repealing of them, that thoſe Judgments may be Diverted, that 
ſeems to threaten us, and will Inevitably come upon us. 
| Again, Ninthly, Is it that theſe Laws, while they are in being, do Crucifie Jefns 
the Son of God, afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame? Then this may inform 
That the Nation lieth now under a worſe Plague, then the Plague of Peſtilence; 
or People may have the Plague of Peſtilence, which the Lord keep from 
us, which I fear will without U Repentance, where they may not be 
guilty of fo great a Sin, as to have Chriſt Cru-ified among them, and Expoſed to an 
open ſhame by them. His Gracious Majeſty, by his Heating Declaration, has Cured 
his Poor Subjects of this Contagious Diſeaſe, the Plague of Suffering: As to the effects 
of it, by theſe Peng! Lawrand Tots," it is Cured 2s to what is in our Fleſh and Clothes, 
13. But yet. it # in the Plaiſtering and Stones and Timber of the Haie fil, 
Levit. 14. 44. 45- Then the Prieſt ſhall come and hok, and beheld, if the Plague be 
in the Houſe, it % a fretting Leproſis in the Houſe ; it # unele an, and be ſhall 


a. 
— 


not plead for this, or ttiat, or t other, to be continued]; bat if you will prevent the Jadg· 
ments of God from coming unto you/Svhy then take Chrift dawn from the Croſs, and 
be reconciled unto him, and make your Peace with him, for it is he that you have been 

ng all this while, that" muſt ſave you if ever you are faved. O 5 the Son, 
n by be a: r way when li wrath n kindled but a Nttle; blef- 
ſed dye all they that pus their Truſt in him, Pſal. 2. 12. E 2 Again, 


= 
— 


Y 4 


— — — — 


5 4 * -_ 
* 8 . 


— 


a 3 - 


; | 1 024) | | 
gal, Tex+bly, Is it fo, that pene can come into the Gbvernment, ume they be 


A 

alified according to the ſeveral Unjuſt Laws in:that caſe--provided; although they be 
inſt the great Charter of Heaven, and againſt the Fondamental Laws of oh Land, 
and againſt their own agth Article of Definition, and againſt the Principles of the very 
Light and Law of Nature, but that they muſt firſt their Maker, that be 


their Husband and Redeemer, Ila. 34. 5. Fir 44) Naber i hine Hlbond I de Lord 


of Hoſts & .by Name] and thy Reder mer the holy one of Iſrael! the God If the whole 
Earth ſhall he be called. Do you ſee, my Friends, what a Friend- to Mankind you 
do thus abuſe ?. The beſt Friend that ever Sinful Man bad. And they muſt Pawn or 


Mortgage their Souls into the Hands of the Devil, before they can be admitted there--- 


unto ; then this Informs us of the Abſolute Neceſſity, and the Indiſpenſible Duty, for 


' honeſt good Men ot all forts' to come into the Goyerument, and to deſtroy all the 


Works of. the Deyil. Namely, To Abaliſh for ever all' theſe Sinful Laws and Teſts, 
that are againſt alh Mens Conſciences in weer Matten of Religion ; and let us all do ar 
we would be done by; is. it ever to be imagined; that men ot ſuch Virious Proffigate 
Lies and Ungodly Plundering Principles, which cannot govern their own Conſciences, 
cat be fit to govern other Peoples, who ſtick at nothing, bat wilt Grucifie their Maker, 
it he ſtands between them and Worldly. Preferment. * b- 
Eleventhly and Laſtly, Is. it ſo, that Perfans muſt Cruifie their Maker, the Son of 
, and Pawn that Precious Jewel, thei Soul; by: Eating and *Drinkmg theit on 
Damnation in the Hands of the Devil Then hence we may be Informed, that this old 
Government, which is founded upon Pena! Laws and Tefts in meer Matters of Religion 
and Conſcience, lieth/in the hands of the Wicked One, namely, the Prince of Darkneſs,! 
-ax the old Wicked World before the Flood did, and therefore the Deſtruction of it in 
ſome ſence will be like unto that; for mind P/al. 11. 6. Upon the Withed be: ſhall Rain: 
Snares, Fire aud Brimſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt : ' This ſhall be the Portion of their 
Cup. God Rains dawn a Flood of Snares of their. own making upon them, they have boen 


making of them, off and on, about 120 ears, a litue mote or le; and no God is Raiu- 


ing their own Suares upon them; that is; upon the old Government, and the old Spirit of 
Perſecution, as Gods Spirit did ſtrive with the old World ; and asGody ptovided an Ark 
by Noab to fave all his Family, why even ſo God; by his Majeſty, has provided an Ark 
for all his Gapd Subjects: For à ſinall moment have I forſaken thee, but with great 
Mercia will Igatber thee ; in 4 lie Wrath I hid my- Face from thoe for « moment, 
but with everlaſting Kindneſs will I haus Merey on thee, jaith the Lord thy Redeemer, 


for this # as the Waters of Noah unto me; for as -I have that the Naters of No- 


ah ſhould na more go over the Earth; ſo bave I ſworn that I would net be wroth with 


thee; nor Rebukg thee; that is, for the Preſervation of Gods People. And here is the 


Deſtruction of the Snare-makers, aluding to Noab's Flood, alſo; Iſa. 24. 17, 18, 19. 
Fear, and the Pit, and the Snare are upon thee; O Inhabit ant of the Earth : And it 
ſhall come to paſs, that he who Frome From the noiſe of the fear, ſhall fall into te Pit; 
and be that cometh up out of . the midſt of the Pit, ſhall. be talen in the Share ; for abe 
Windows from an high are open, and the Foundations of the Earth du £-the Earth: 
* utterly. broken down, the Earth clean Yiſſolved, the Earth exceedingly. 
Now in the 7 Gen. 11. 12. there you have th 11 Fal. 6. and this 24 Ia. 18. taken 
by way of Alluſion, 2 Pet. 3. 10. This is Metaphotically, and not Literally and Pro- 
perly meant; nor of the End of the World, forghe 13 Verſe may convince any man of 
that ; but this old way of Governing will-paſs away with-a very great Noiſe, and this 
Element wherein the Spirit of. Perſecution does live and - breathe; will be melted; and 
oe Congreſſes xt. Perotuies. cu: pafſ- avey 4, "fil: ht -emrrape Leven} bath” tr 
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ſtall be, onto all them that are fot the continu'ng "of theſe Penal Laws and Teſts, for 
fear of Popery prevailing upon b; And theſe are lach, as are not of a perſecuting 
Spirit. 


+ You'ſee; Thave« ee is deſperate Watind, * r Plague, of Lerne 3 and I 


find it to be ver and coptagioub. Ir ig gott a into th e Plgiſter and Stones, 
and into tt very Timber uf the Honfe ; and tlifrefore under ſcribe a 
Healing Plaifter,and a Sovereign Antidote, for the making it a ie; I would 


not leave your Wounds open, and a bleeding. Now they ate ſearche uta, I will 
not n the worſt of you, without Hopes of obtaining Pardoning Mercy, in the Blood 
of Chr: 
.”. Firſt of all, In the'firſ place, I Exhort you Nah Name of thy e 
Maſter, By whom N 72 e nl The Juſtice.; 729 „Jou that ha 
deen S. rum LR 25 Teſt: Grvery; and allo TH- T. 15 5 Fe guilt 
of Cyrucifying-vbe Son of God afy and putting him to ap 
and Drinling your own Danmation, or Condemwyation, to regent from its b "ay of 
our Hearts : Look upon him whom you have 2 eh apo Mourn over him, and 
in bitternets-of Soul, as one * in biecermſ fs Fo bd oy 9880 ta Be per- 
ſwaded to expel the deadly Serkan P. hi In; ke . 
y,: the Sacranmaral Toft, by Uni dint thee, or rſt wok 


will burn ks, wy 5 tn 
for all the im penitent Partakers of it as it is: whom RAN . 
to the People ef God; ſo it is a Cup of 8 Poylo and Damnation, to 
Prophane Hypocrites, which are bat Spiritual Ver 

3 I Exhort rr ring of all yout, jll-gbtten phindered Goods; and vor 
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Abominations, and Aale wore; This bem's flares 

pion, and an Injurious Perſon 3 I have been a Whoremonger, a Drunkard, and a 
I have eften Cruciſied the Son of God, and made his Wounds bleed afreſh, 

and put him to an open Shame, by Eating and Drinking unworthily at the Lord's Ta» 
ble ; r ng the Saints 
b 5 ns, ſome in ſtinking naſty 
nn Yes, I 

yo fete 
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Anode J lr gra vr 
ſhefs,. nor the Multitades of 
; Uabelief do not: 


not continue in 8in, 
ſuch an evil uſe of it, 
not deſpair and 
. And the firſt 
Idolater, 
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; he God of by Fathers, 


bs ſupplicarion, and 
2 the Lord 


z no nor no other Sinner 


hlotted them out of his 


Chriſt's Blood, and 
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Hour ſhare and er Seen 

gland, that N whit as mijet( and 
vetouſreſs is the of all Evil, woe 
ment of the Government of e 
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What do e imagine ainſt. , 2 will A an . on 
riſe up the ſecond at God's fpaiking this tinto us at this time, as I r 
ceive, by his Anointed Servant, the Kings Majeſty; for he faith, Thas, he s + wage to 
make an utter end , all Perſ6cnting Penal Laws and Tefts whos and : 

ſha'l not. riſe up a ſecond time to affiit bis Subjefts any And God:is a pur» 
ſuing ” Perſecuting Enemies at this time, * dark Provi and tion to 


them, by the Juſt Proceedings df bis el, el SN Mims 


for all 1 Moneys and Goods which they hàye tak 
Firs, do not ſtrive to to de 


* late years 3 and he is giving them u Purge an ys it. Aye 
in his Word for all them that have this — dog 
Rampant, and Exait your ſelves above your Nelghton hour, 4d * to get the Whip in your 
e been, with ſo 
great a; Betruſtment; But God is 4 calling y to; all, Ae 
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is the Juſt Lord, that loveth Right afneſs, and that hats 
ring. that does all theſe things. ; Do you not ſee that Cod ig callir Jou to an Account 
155 s Flock, Perſecutes 


for your Violence done to _ Be as he that Perſecutes 
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all them that truly feareth God; and worketh - RighteouMmef,: their Horn ſhall be Exal- 
ted. O Sl Do net you that are of #. perſcenting Spirit, imagine, 4hat-God will 
r to get up unto your Old Trade of Plundering, and Spoiling, and ma- 
king of 


the Churches ; after ſo greata Rebuke from Heaven, for thoſe 
mavy Heaven-daring „that you are, and have been Guilty of z do but 
cconfider well, what you have been doing; Fer you have been Plowing Iniquity; and 
ſowing Wickedneſs; and thereibre, nom you myſt ' Reap Shame and Contempt: For the 
Hand of the Lord is lifted up againſt the Spit of Perſecution, and is- falling upon it, 
whether u will (ce it or no. But the Word faith, I/. 26. 11. Te. ſball ſee, and be 
3 your Euvy at the People. 

Thirdly,_ I beſeech you not to murmur, nor Repine againſt God, for all his Provi- 
dential Dealings towards you; neither do you entertain a hard Thought of his A- 
nointed Servant the King, ſor his Obedience to God, in giving and granting this Glo- 
rious Chriſtian Liberty uoto us all, without Exceptions; or Reſtrictions in Matters of 
meer Religion and Conſcience, which is ſuch a Jewel. that it is a none-fuch upon 
Earth: It is the juſtifiableſt thing that ever was done by any Earthly Prince, the 
ſed Effects of which, the Generations to come will richly ſhare in, and have Cauſe to 
Bleſs and Praiſe God for it: Let all the Enemies to it, ſay what they pleaſe, there can 
be no Preſident found for this Gracious Proceedings of His Majeſty, from all former | 

Ages, cloathed with all its Circumſtances; therefore let not our Enemies murmur at 
it, but be perſwaded to ſubmit unto God, and lay their Mouths in the Duſt ; and ac- 
knowledge that their Puniſhment for their Perſecution, and all other Abomioations 
that does attend that curſed Spirit, as Servants to it, is leſs then they deſerve); But 
now God's Righteous Judgments are in the Earth, a reckoning with the Men of Earth- 


iy Perſecuting Priuciples, let the Inhabitants thereof leara Righteouſneſs, and do not 


be thus ſtriving againſt the Stream ; for I will aſſure ye, with Submiſſion to God, it 


will be but in vain. 


 - Fourthly, I Exhort all you of the Church of England, to be ſatiſied and willing 
that all other Free-born Eng liſh- Men ſhould enjoy their Birth-rights in common with 
you in the Government; and do not think, that you have any wrong done ye; Iknow 
no ſuch excellent Vertue that there is in you, above all other Engly/h-Men : Indeed it 


is ſaid, That the Righteow Man # more excellent than hy Neighbour: But I cannot 
think, bow ſuch as have been Perſecuters and Snare-makers can be ſuch ; but fay they, 


We bave the Laws of our ſide: Why, that is true; but I hope by this time you are 
convinced, that you have little cauſe to boaſt of them, or value your ſetves upon them 


Laws that you have on your ſide, that Exalts you above your Neighbgurs, they being 
the moſt of them of ſuch a Nature , as the Devil himſelf, if he had any ſhame in him, 


would even bluſh, and be aſhamed of them. For my part, I know not one Righ- 
teous Law that the Church of Englandhath, above all other People; for they have Laws 


to perſecute Chriſt tacitly and conſequentially, and fight againſt God: Ay, and they 
have a Law to Crucifie Chriſt too, Myftically and Sacramentally, as has been proved: 


And ſhall any ſober Man of Sence value himſelf, upon ſuch God-provoking Laws as 
- theſe are, that the Turkiſh A caron can no way match ? 


Fifthly, My Dear Countrey-Nien, pray be perſwaded not to value your ſelves upon 
a Law that is the Myſtical Croſ, on which our Lord and Saviour is Sacramentally 
Crucified : And do/ not make a God to rely on, of ſuch Diabolical Stuff as theſe per- 


ſeeuting Crucifying Laws are: But be perſwaded to part with theſe, and get better 


in the room of them, in a Bill of Aboſition; for worſe you cannot have: And then 
you may expect God's Bleſſing upon them, — Protection by them, when 
way 


. Bo — — een 


Ca 
they ure accotding to Gol's Appointment; yea, and then we may pray for God I- 
ſing upon them: But yot can neither pray for a Blefſing upon theſe Laws, that re 
now in Being; mor expect a Bleſſin upon them; but chat at tne ſame time, you mult 
fin againſt God t Becauſe the Laws in themſelves are Eſſentially finful, therefore, we 
can nombre pray for them, fo as to be heard and with God}\than *the Jews 
could pray for à Bleſſing upon that Bloody Law of theits, by which they Crucified our 
Saviour |, the Eternal Son of God, without the Gates of Jeriſalem. | 
- | $ixthly, I Exhort you all to return to your -19:b Article, which ſaid Article alone, 
condemns all your violent Practices, and alſo your wicket Laus; and let a the Na- 
tion Unite in e, and in the fear of the Lord, and let every man live peaceably, and 
let us all be ſubject to the higher Powers; for the Powers that be are of God: And 
let every man be per{waded in his own Mind; for every man muſt give an Account 
vr ttimſelf to God : Let us ſtudy Peace'with-all- men; tet us deviſe liberal things, for 
by 'Niberal things we ſhall ſtandz the Word of God faith it; Let us mind the Law 
and Light of Nature, which our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Chriſt did Honour and 
e, and gave Heavenly Sanction unto : Marrh. y. 12. Therefore, all things what- 
foever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, do'ye even ſo to them: For thu # the Law 
and the Prophets. All chings whatſoever : Here the Royal Command of the King of 
Heaven, is, All things wharſdever ye would that Men ſhould do unto o; and not in 
this or thit thing, and not ia The other, but n All thing! whatſoever. Oar Saviour 
"Chriſt bringeth-# in Argumentatively; therefore, Al things whatſoever : It is both 
Argufientatively, and Univarſally,-and therefore, Penal Lans and Teſts muſt be in- 
cluded; for they are thingt that produceth great Miſchief to be done, againſt all ſorts 
of Diſterters, ſach-as without any forcible Arguments, beſides - what it carrieth in its 
own Bowels, I believe.no Church-of-Englard-Man would be willing to have done 
unto him. Now, if you that are for the continuing the Teft againſt the Romanifls,and 
other Diſſenters, would not that they ſhould get into the Government, and Exclude 
you, and make Laws agaitftryou,'to keep you out of the Government 3 and not only 
ſo, but ruine you and your Families: Then why'do you do fo unjuſtly by-them ? For 
Chriſt Gith, Thu '*# the Law and the: Prophets; be you contented with your equal Pro- 
portion of the Government, in common with other Free-born K Men, and ſellow 
Subjects; for the Law of God is for Juſtiee; and the Prophets 20d are for Jaſtice: 
— — of them hath ſaid, Do Juſtice, Love Mercy, and waik Humbl with the Lord 
rby God. 8 7 
 Seventhly, I Exhort all you; That were Teft-makers, and. Teft-givers, and Teft-takers, 
to have a care; and do not oppoſe the King's Majeſty in His Gracious Declaration, 
and fixed Reſolution, to Aboliſh and utterly Deftroy both one, and all theſe Yokes and 
Snares from His People's Necks and Feet; and to make his People, a free and happy 
People: For if it be of God, it will ſtand : Ne cannot overthrow it, leaft haply ye be 
found even to fight againſt God. Hu Majeſty does not act alore in this Matter; but he is 
Influenced by an Oamipotent Arm: I care, with humble Submiſſion to God, fay by 
theſe Pena Laws and Teſts, as the Prophet did of the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, Jer. 
37. 10. Although His. Majeſty had none but a Company of Wourded Men on his fide ; 
yet His Majeſty with them, ſhould Aboliſh, and for ever Deſtroy all theſe Snares and 
Snakes, that are apparently ſo; and make better Laws for the Security of our'Chriftian 
Liberty, in the Room of them. | 
Eighthiy and Laſtly, I Exhort all you of the Church of England, that have been at 
the Sacrament formerly or latterly, to Examine your ſelves, what you went to the Lord's 
Table for ? Or, if you pleaſe, give me leave to R you a few Queſtions; . 1, har was 
| your 


* 

v Buſineſs at the. Lord's Table ? 2. Pray, What Condition i yom g unte this FN 
Ordinance 'in? 3. Who did you expeFt $0 meet with there o 4, And ty. Whos Br. 
| * did vom receive, of e to receive at this Holy Ordinance 2 © 
„Fin, What Buſineſshad you at the Sacrament > Did you go there, for fear of Di. 
pleaſing the Parfon Or, Did you go there, becauſe your Neighbours ſhould have a 
- better of you, that they ſhould think you are a o9d-Qthiſtian þ Or, Did you 
go to ſatuſie the Laws of Men, that binds.ye ſo to do ? Or, Dit yon go there to _ 
ie your ſelves to come into the Government ?-Or, Did you go to ſatisfie and qui- 


et a Natural Conſcience? What wat your End and Aini in going there, and partaking 


of that Sacred Ordinance ? Was it in Obedience to Chriſt's Command ? Pray, do you 
give the Anfwer unto God, and your own Conſciences. 
+ Secondly, In what condition did you go unto the Lord's Table > Were you born of 
God Þ For this is the Chi{dren's Bread, and for none elſe.Or,Did you go and ruſh upon 
this Bleſſed Ordinance in your Sins? Were you Regenęrated and born of God before e- 
ver. you came there ? For the ſame Graces that fits a Perſon for Eternal Salvatian in 
Glory, fits him for a Right Worthy Recelving of this Holy - Ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper ; therefore thoſe do run a deſperate Hazzard, that do drive off Repentance, 
and the getting all other Graces ofthe Spirit, until they come to lye on their Death - bed; 
- when pale Death looks them grimly in the Face, and is ready to launch them out into 
the Ocean of Eternity: And then to expect, that this O-dinance of the Lord's Supper 
ſhall bring all theſe Graces along with it, to fit them for Heaven and Eternal Glory ; 
whenas, they muſt have the ſame Graces to fit them for this Holy Ordinance, which is 
lodged in the Kingdom of Heaven below, as is to fit them for the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven above; this being no Converting Ordinance: For the Text in 1 Cor. 11. 29. tells 
us plainly, That he that Exteth and Drinketh VUnworthily, Eateth and Drinketh Dam- 
nation to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's Body: Therefore, I beſeech ye all in the 
Spirit of Meeknels, and in the tear cf the Lord, that are of this Opinion, to conſider 
ſeriouſly of it; becauſe Conſideration is a good Hand-Maid unto Reformation; for 
this Ordinance does not bring one dram of Grace along with it unto any Soul, but un- 
to ſuch as have Grace in their Hearts before receiving this Ordinance : It iz like the 
pouring of Water into a Pump, that ſtandeth in a Well that hath Water in it, to fetch 
the Water: But the giving this O:dinance to any Perſon that hath no Grace, is like 
the pouring of Water into a Pump, that ſtandeth in a Well, that hath no Water in t. 
It is as Water ſpilt upon the Ground, nay it is infiaitely worſe. But then, did you ever feel 
the powerful Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, dart ritual Light into your Souls, where- 
by you come to ſee that which you never ſee before, and feel that in your ſelves, which 
ou never ſee nor felt before? Have your Soulvbeen raiſed out of the Grave of Unbe- 
Out of a carnal, corrupt, dead State, by the mighty Power of the Spirit > And 
has it infuſed Spiritual Life into yon? Hath that Almighty Power that raiſcd a dead 


. «Saviour, raiſed thee that was a poor dead Sinner 2 Have you ever found and felt Sin 


to be an intollerable Burthen unto your Souls, ſo as yon have apprehended your ſelves 
to be in a loft and undone Condition? Have you ever been made ſenſible of the want 
of Chriſt, who calleth the Burehened, Weary, and Heavy laden Sinner unto him, for 
- Eaſe and Relief? And has it made you forſake all your Sins and Lufts. ard all other 


_ ' things that come in Competition with Chrift, to follow him fully? Have you been 


throughly convinced, that nothing could Redeem you from Wrath and Hell, and At- 
tone you to God, and Purchaſe Eternal Life and Salvation tor you, but Chriſt; and that 
by and through his Righteouſneſs and Merits alone? Did you cry to God, and (ay, 
Lord give me Chriſt, or I die, and ſhall be REY never exe God; nor have 
2 Athy 
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any Benefits by bu Death, and Bleſſed” All-ſufficient*Mirits,. and Copious Refbreowſ- 
neſ ? Had KY the Kingdom of God * ye, before yon came — dich you 
pprehend to be the Kingdom of Gad without ye; namely the Church ? Did you 
know hat you were to take it for, before. you came to the Lord's Table ?- And Pray, 
What trame of Heart did you go to the Sacrament in? Were your Graces in a lively 
Exerciſe ?. Did all; thoſe ſparkling Jewels that adorn the Soul of the Believer, ſhige 
forth in their Vigour and: Luftre ; which is the Trimming that belongeth to the ed. 
ding Garment d And did you ſee him whom, yonr Soul loved, and longed for? And. 
aid you diſcern the Lord's by an Eye of Faith, through the Elements Aud re- 
ceive him by a Hand of Faith, and. feedppon him with the Mouth ot Faith? Did you 
go to the Table of the Lord, even ſick of Lore to Chrifl 2 And could nothing ſatuſie 
yaur Hungring Thirſty Soul, but Communion with Chriſt in that Ordinance? And 
did you Exerciſe ſaving Faith, and Spiritual Light and Knowledge, and gudly Sorrow for 
your Sins, which. was the Cauſe of Chrift ſuffering and dying ? And did ycu receive 
him with Praiſe:and Thankſgiving, and with a Hcly Vehement Deſire ? 

Thirdly, Who did you expect to meet withal at the Lord's Table 2 Did you expect 
to meet with-a Crucified Saviour there, and to have Communion with him in that 
Blefſed Ordinance ? Or, Did you go only. to meet with the Parſon, and others of your 
Neighbours there . Did you ſee him by an Eye of Faith, that ſhould be your Re- 
deemer, and the beloved of your Soul? Or, Are you wholly ignorant, of what Com- 
munion with God in that Qrdinance meaneth? - © - 1 

. Feurthly, What did you expect to receive at the Lord's Table ?. Did you expect to 
receive the Bread and Wine only, and to feed upon that? Or, Did you expect to re- 
ceive Chriſt, which is the ſpiritual Bread and Drink of your Souls, into your Hearts; 
and fo to receive a freſh Pardon, ſealed unto you for all your Sins ? Did you go away 
thence, with God's Broad Seal Impreſſed afreſh upon your Souls-? And your Covenant- 


Intereſt with Gad, Ratified and Confirmed unto you in the Blood of the Lamb ? And 


your Eternal Salvation made ſure unto yon ? But if on the contrary, you went to that 
Ordinance in a Carnal, Unconverted, Dead State; you came away with the Guilt of 
all your Sins faſter bound and. ſealed up, than they were before you came there; and 
inſtead of diminiſhing and weakning your Sins, you went away with your Sins increa- 
ſed-and ftrengthened. Now, Pray Examine your ſelves; Do you know. what theſe 
things meaneth ? Or, Are you wholly ignorant of them, as old Nicodewus was, when 


our Bleſſed Saviour Preached unto him the Myfterious Doctrine of Regeneration; 


when he thought, he muſt Re- enter into bs Mothers Womb, and be born again d Joh. 
3- 4- Are all theſe things Riddles and Fancies unto ye > Do you know nothing of this 
Matter? Arg you a ſtranger to it? And are you wholly ignorant of it ? If you are, 
I tell you plainly, that you are no fit Subjects of this Blefled Ordinauce; but you did 
come unto it, and-partake of it unworthily ; therefore I will refer you, to the Apoſtle 
Paul's Cenſure in this Caſe; 1 Cor. 11. If you had not your Mind favingly Enlightned, 
nor your Will Renewed and Changed, ner your ion ReCtified and ſet upon 
right Objects, viz. upon God in Chriſt: And if you had not ſanctifying ſaving Faith 
fixt upon Chrift, the only Mediator and Redeemer of Mankind; 1 Tim. 2. 3. And 
if you did not come with your Hearts broken for Sin, and from Sin, and behold a Cru- 
cified Saviour, with all your Sins Crucified ; not one ſpared or Indulged : And if you 
did not come there, with a New Spiritual Underſtanding, nor the whole Man ſancti- 
fied throughout, in Body, Soul and Spirit. But if you came to the Lord's Table, ig- 
norant of all this, and in all your Sins; then inſtead of receiving any Benefit by, or from 
this Ordinance, you do Eat and Drink Judgment, or. Condemnation to your ſelves, not 
diſcerning the Lord's Body. But 


- 


But it maꝝ be ſome will. be lo bold and | „ to ſay, The & very fewrre, harſh 
Doctrine: Why, this is nothing but what I looked for and expected; for it is what car- 
nal Hy pocrites, and proud Perſecuters do always judge of God's Holy Word, and 


Righteous. Laws, and Pure Ordinances, Inſtitutions and Worſhip : They judge that to 


be too ſtrict, ard his Holy People to be too preciſe. But if you. will quarrel at the 
Severity and Strictneſi of this Doctrine, you muſt quarrel with the Apoſtle Paul, and 
the reſt of the Apoſtles and Prophets: Nay, let me tell ye, if you will quazrel with 
. this Doctrine, y ou muſt diſpute the Cauſe with our Saviour Chritt: himſelf, if you dare. 

het dare not they do, that dare to Crucifie their Maker, that ſhould be their Re- 
deemer ? For the Apoſtle Paul, delivered nothing of this ſevere, harſh Doctrine, but 
what he received firſt from the Lord, 1 Cor. 11. 23. There is his Miſſion ; and 
the Prophets ſpake as they were inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt ; 2 Per. 1. 21. For the 
Praphgcy came not in Old time by the Will of Man: But Holy Men of God ſpake a1 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. You do find fault with the Severity of God's Laws 
againſt. Sinners; but you do not find fault with the Severity of your own Laws againſt 
his Saints and Servants, and againſt your ſelves alſo : For there the Severity of it will 
center at laſt; for you have Laus in being, which you are now contending for, to have 
continued with us, which are to force men to break and. violate all theſe ſevere 
Laws of God, as you count them, and thereby to incur all the Penalties of them : And 
who is ſevereſt, the God of Mercy, or you that are Men of this Cruelty ? Tuere are 
very ſevete Laws made againſt any that ſhould even dare to Counterfeit the King's 
Broad-Seal, or to fix the Impreſs of it unto any thing, which they have not His Maje- 
ſty's Command, and Authority for ſo doing ; it is puniſhable with Death by the Law, 
for it is High Treaſon ; or if they ſhould fix it to Blank Papers, whereby Enemies 
might write what they pleaſe, and ſo abuſe and betray the King's Authority: Why! 
This Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, is the Broad-Seal of Heaven, it belongeth to the 
King of Kings, and muſt not be affixed to, or impreſſed upon any thing, but what 
they have God's Authority for ſo doing. Now, for any Perſons to take this Sacred 
Broad-Seal of Heaven, and make it a common Seal; namely, to affix it to the civil 
State, to Seal Men Commiſſions .and Warrants. for Places and Offices, in the Govern- 
ment, Civil, Military, and Eccleſiaſtical ;: this is to make this Blefſed Ordinance a com- 
mon Seal. 2. It is a making this Sacred Broad-Seal of Heaven a common Seal, when 
they Seal a Licence to ſell Ale with it by. And Third and Laſtiy, They make this 
Blefled Ordinanceof the Lord's Supper, which is the Broad-Seal of Heaven, a common 
Seal, when at Feſtiva! Times, as ChriRtmas and Eaſter, when whole Stiowles of poor ig- 
norant Creatures comes to the Lord's Table, that know not their Right-Hand from 
their Left, in ſpiritual Things; and have no ſaving Work of God wrgaght in their 
Souls, by the powerful Operation of his Holy Spiri 

Theſe 


and Drinketh unworthily, Eateth and Drinketh Condemnation, or to himſelf. 
God hath threatned to execute ſevere ] s and Puniſhments upon all 
ners and Abuſers of this Holy Ordinance: And Go aur Ends in threat- 


fevere Laws. 3. God threatens, becauſe he will leave the Sinner wholly without Ex- 


cuſe 
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- Cufe or Piea; Every Muuth — 2 And 4. and 5 God threatens; becauſe 
the Glory of his Attribute of Juſtice ſhall appear to all the a Tre 
Threatning upon the Guilty 'Impenitent Sinner, every Much will be ſtop'd; and all 
ſhall jaſtifie God, and ſay, Righeeow ars thou, O Lord, and Juſt and Holy in all- thy 
© Ways : Thus you fee what a dangerous thing i is, for poor, ignorant, carnal, uncon- 
verted, dead Sinners, to ruſh upon this Ordinance Hand over Head, without due Con- 
ſideration, of what they are going about to do. ak 
' ButSecondly, My Second and laft Exhortation, and Counſel ſhall be, unto all ſuber 
Proteſtants, both of Diſſenteri and others, that are ſtill hankering after the Onions, and 
Garlick , and Fleſh-Pots of Egypt, that are yet ſtaying upon them that ſmote un. 

And my firft Exhortation unto all you, fhall be this, namely, Be not efraid to part 
with rhe very Cauſe, or preſent ſtate of Suffering, for fear of future Sufferings ; for the 
Cauſe is worſe than the Effects of Suffering: For while the Cauſe is in being, the Ef- 
fects may ſoon be produced again: For to be afraid of future Suffering, is to remain 
under preſent Sin. What Sin, you will fay > Why, Qbriſt is ftill Crucitying upon the 
Cre ot the Sacraments! Teſt, and ever will be, until that Law be Abolſhed and De- 
ſtroyed. O Sirs! I beſeech ye, do not deal by your Bleſſed Saviour, as Pharaoh's 
Butler did by Joſeph, ; when he had gotten his own Elargement, and was at Eaſe him- 
{etf, he ſoon forgot the Aff. ctiom of Jaſeph, whom he promiſed to remember, when 
he caine before the King. O ! Do not you deal fo unkindly by our Saviour Chriſt, 
now have gotten your Liberty, and are at Eaſe your ſelves: Do not forget that 
Chriſt our Bleſſed un in Sofferings ſtill ; he is ftill upon the Crofs of the Sacra- 
mem Teft ; for if yon do, you may provoke God to bring you into r Sutfer- 
ings, than ever you have been yet in, and that fromthe immediate Rand of God ; for 
though the Lord B-—=-5 have diſcharged all their Artillery againſt ye, yet God may 
diſcharge his againſt ye; and qr ſhiſt nor ſhun that: as perhaps moſt of you 
of this Leven, formerly have In time of actual Perſecution and Sufferings, you 
could go to the Outward-Conrt-Worſhip one part of the Lord's Day, and to a private 
Meeting to Worſhip, at Night ; which was grievous Hypocrifie, and down-right mock- 
ing of God, and a H between two Opinions: If the Lord be Gad, follow him; 
if Baal, then follow hum. The Lord give Repentance unto all that were thus guilty ; 
for now it n a ſpecial time for all men to be ſerious. 

Secondly, Study your prefent Duty, and do it, let it be what it will ; follow God in 
the Footſteps of his Providence, and be not afraid to lay your Hand on the Cockatrice 
Den, to 1 namely, the Penal Laws and Tefts, for fear of an uncertain Snakg 
in the Grafs : this legal Oid Houſe, which the Plaiſter and Stones, and the very 
Timber ow it is infected with this fretting Leprofie, be pulled down and utterly de- 
i ; or ele this Plague of Perſeution, which is the worſt of Plagues, will never 
be d: Donotthink of Preſerving this Stone, or that piece of Timber, but down 
with it all; raze — — of it, and build a better Houſe in the room of it: 
For the very End and Defign of theſe Laws, was but to ſtrengthen the Hands of Evil 
goers: And ſhafl any ſober man of any Perſwaſion, even dare to be for the continu- 
+ ance of thern ? And fhonld confequentially chooſe rather, that Chriſt the Son of God 
\ſhonld'tentain Crncifled, and bleeding under them, than to part with them, for fear of 
tune Snake in be Graſs: It is a ſigu of but Title Love ro Quiſt; they love their own 
preſent and pref er that before the Suffering of Chriſt. ; 

Thirdly; Let not any Sober Man be afraid! to come into the Government, nor let 
not them be Uneafy that are in it, whom God by his Majefty hath or ſhall call into 
if, becavſe they have not, nor cannot take the Sop of Qualification, which is a very 
great Sin in them that have thus Siofully qualified themſelves; they that have not thus 
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Unworthily complyed, will have the moſt Peace and Comfort: Shall any man be afraid 
to do „ for fear of evil coming on it ? For theſe Inſnaring Laws are againſt- the 
Great of Heaven, and therefore it is that Perſecuters are fo much for them, 
and fo ready to Obey them, and to Comply with them ; and therefore good Men all 
along have refuſed to yield Obedience unto them, but have choſen rather to Suffer, and 
be Ruined by them, then Sinfully to Comply with them; becauſe that Wicked Pei ſe- 
cuting Men, and Good Men, are of two contrary Principles, Prov;.29. 27. An Unjuſt 
man n an Abomination to the Juſt : And be that # Upright in the way, is an Abom;- 
nation to the Wicked. O my Beloved | As you do value the Honour and Glory of 
God, and his Majefty's Kindneſs,” and the Peace and Tranquility of your Country, and 
the Good of your Poſterity, come into the Government, and put your Hand to this 


Plow of God, and do not look back, but follow God in his Footſteps of Providence; 
hear what that Goſpel Prophet ſaith, which ſeems to be very appoſite to this purpoſe, 


Iſa. 26. 20. Come my People, enter thou into h Chambers, and ſhut thy Doors a- 
bout thee, hide thy ſelf, as it were, for a little moment, until the Indignation be over- 
paſt, I take this to be the ſame with the Great Voice that came from Heaven, which 
brought us our Chriſtian Liberty; that ſaid, Come up hither, Rev. 11. 12. That is, 


Come into your Chambers, Meet publickly, for all the Glorious Attributes of God are en- 


gaged for your Safety, which are the Chambers of Heaven : Well, but what is theſe 
Doors, and the ſhutting of that 2 Why, I humbly conceive theſe Doors to be ſome- 
thing which expoſeth us to danger while it ſtands open; theſe Doors that are open up- 
on vs, may be meant of the Pena! Laws and Teſts ; which all the Perſecuting Thieves 
and Robbers, who are the Enemies of Chriſti an Liberty, do always enter in at, and 
Rob, and Rape, and Spoil all that are not of their Party, that their Law or Lufts can 
reach : Therefore as God by his Gracious Majeſty's Declaration, hath called ye up into 
Heaven, into your Chambers, ſo God, by his Majeſty , is now further calling upon ye to 
ſhut the Doors about ye, to keep out the Thieves and Robbers,that they may not come 
in to Rob and Spoil ye, for until that be done, you are not ſaſe; neither can you, for 
though we have this Chriſtian Liberty, Blefſed be God for it, yet the Doors/ ſtand open 
upon | us, and tke Thieves may come in again. | | 

But Secondly, What is this making faſt of theſe Doors round about us ? Why, here 
is two things to be done, I humbly conceive. . 

The Firſt is, You muſt deftroy and take away all the Keys, or rather Legal Pick- 
Locks, which theſe Legal Thieves have; with which they can open your at 
their pleaſure, ard come in and Rob you of your Subſtance, and of your Chriſtian 
Liberty; Ay, and they Robbed ſome Men of their Conſciences alſo : And theſe Le- 
gal Pick-Locks that let them in, was the Penal Laws and Teſts. 

And Secondly, You muſt make faſt thefe Doors of Chriftian Liberty, by making 
Juſt and Righteous Legal Locks, and Keys, and Bolts, and Bars unto them; even as 
his Majxfties moft Generous Gracious U en Reſolution is for having this Chriſtian 
Liberty made into a perpetual Magna Charta, that may be more Unalterable then 
thoſe-Laws of the Medes and Perſians were: And this is to ſhut the Doors round 
about us, to ſecure our Chriſtian Liberty unto us. And pray Obſerve, how well the 
Text and his Majeſty's Reſolutions for theſe Doors being ſhut doth agree, as well as in 
many other things which I could Obſerve concerning this Chriſtian Liberty, which he 
hath given us, or reſtored unto us out of the Hands of them that had Uſurped it, and 
Detained it from us; and that is this, Enter thou into THY Chambers: Which notes 
unto us, that it is the Chriſtians Right, as his Gracious Majeſty hath well/'Obſerved; That 
Conſcience ought not to be Reſtrained in meer Matters of Religion, which is the fame 
thing in elect, Whence we may Obſerve, from the Word of God, and from the 
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the Kings Declaration, That Chriſtian Liberty is a Man's own property. My Beloved; / 


be not afraid to come into the Government upon this Topic, and act Couragiouſly 
with his Majeſty, for Eſtabliſhing of this our Chriſtian Liberty, which you ſee is our 
own 3 I do not doubt, but his Majeſty is Acted by the Divine Over-Ruliug 
Hand, which, Directs him to take ſuch juſt Methods, a never any of bis Predeceffours 
did in this nature; he is acted by a new Rule, given' him down from Heaven ; he 
Treads in an Unconth Path, that never was Troder before by any Prince-of the World, 
and therefore the Glory of the Wiſdom of God, the Efficient firſt moving Cauſe, does 
ſhine forth the more Splendidly and Conſpicuous; eyen him, by whom Kings Reign, 
and Princes Decree Juſtice ; in whoſe Hand the King's Heart ; and as the Rivers of 
Waters, be turneth it whereſoever-be will. And what a brave Confeffian did Dari make 
of the Soveraignty of God, Dan. 6. 26, 27. I make 4 Decree, that in every Domini- 
on of my Kingdom, men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. Why; what was 
the matter? Why, their Penal Laws and Teſt had eaſt Daniel into the Lyons Den, 
fore againſt the Kings Will; his Nobles had got his Royal Aſſent unto it, under a ſpe- 
lend Frcs of Loyalty to the King; which was only to make a Snate to catch Da- 


niel in; for they had no way to Inſnare him, but in the matters of Religion and Com- 


ſcience, Dan, 6. 3. 4, 5, 6,7- Hence we way Obſerve, that pretended Loyalty has 
been a Cloak of Old to Hypocriſie; they got a Law made, viz. Thet if any 27 uld 
Put 4 Petition to any God or Man for thirty days, ſave of — O King, be 
caſt into the Lyons Den. They knew this would do Daniel's buſineſs for him; and de- 
ſtroy the beſt Subject or Slave that the King had, as by their own Confeſſion. J. 5. Then 
ſaid theſe men, We ſhall not find any Occaſion againſt this Daniel, except we find it a- 
ainſt him concerning the Law of his God. Hence we may obſerve by the way, that 
en of Principles has been very faithful ta Princes, when they have impoſed any Truft 
in them; as Foſepb to Pharaoh; and Obadi ah, and Nehemiah, and theſe Three Wor- 
thies in Daniel; and Mordecai, who ſaved King Abaſuerus Life, though alt of them 
Dsſſenters from the National Worſhip, but this by the by. 3 
But to return to Daniel in particular, They had nothing againſt him to faſten any 
Snare upon him, but for praying to hy God. And for that he was caſt into the Lyons 
but God ſhut the Mouths of the Lyons, fo that they did not hurt him. But the 
ing cauſed the Executioners of that Law to be caſt into the Lyons Dens themſelves, 
and then the Lyons Mouths was opened, and they Devoured them, Verſe 24 So that 
it i no new thing for Perſecuters to be taken in their own Snares: But to return to the 
Kings Confeſſion of the Deity, i for ſays he, He & ebe Living God, andſtedfaſt for over, 
— — that which ſhall not be deſtroyed ; and by D»ninion ſhall be even ur- 
to the end; he Delivergth and Reſcueth ; and he worketh Signs and Wonders in Heaven, 
and in Earth; who bath Delivered Daniel from the power of the Lyons, And yet this 
King was not of Daniel Religion, notwithſtanding all his Love and Kindneſs unto him; 
but he was acted by the Divine Influence of Heaven; his Heart was in God's Hand, 
as all Kings Hearts arg, and that was the reaſon on it. OSirs! Do not think that theſe 
great Pro denceaaadDiſpenſations cometh out of the Duſt, or by Luck or Chance, or 


men's Projects: | Theſe great things that we have ſeen, do not come of themſelves ; 


neither do they come in vain, or to little purpoſe ; but as they are Influenced by the 
Almighty Hand of God, who hath the Reins of all Power and Government his own 
Hand, and turneth them this way or that way, or which way ſoever he pleaſeth, for 


the fulfilling of his Predeterminate Counſels and Glorious Defigns in the World, and 


for the bringing forth of his Eternal Decrees, which the Womb of Providence js now 
Traveling with, and will bring forth ; and our preſent Providences are as ſo many Bleſſed 
Haxbingers and foxe-runners of Glorious thingy, that are yet to be accompliſhed fn 
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this latter Age of th Word, that is even at the Door, bath zt home and abroad 3 
look for it, and expect it. alſo prepare for it. n 
PFouribiy, Let us all be ofa forgiving Diſpoſition, and frame of Heart: Let us be 
ready and willing to forgive onr Enemies. But yet notwithſtanding, we muſt do it ac- 
cording to the Rule and Way which qur Saviour Chriſt” himſelf hath preſcribed 
in his holy Word, Mar. 18. 21, 22, Then came Peter to him and ſaid, Lord, hom ofs 
ſhall my Brother Sin againſt me, and I forgive him ? Until ſeven times ? Jeſus ſaith un- 
to him, I © not unto thee, Until ſeven times : But until” ſeventy times ſeven. Here is 
the Duty; but in Luke 17. 3,4. there our Saviour hath laid down the manner and 
conditions on which it muſt be done, therefore pray mind it narrowly ——Take heed to 
your ſelves, if thy Brother Treſpaſs againſt thee, Rebuke bim; and if he Repent, For- 
give bim; and if be Treſpaſs a inf thee ſeven times in a day, and ſeven times in a 
day return unto thee, ſaying, I Repent ; thou ſhalt forgive him. Here you ſee is the 
Duty, and on what Conditions this great piece of Chriſtian Duty muſt be performed 
in a right Goſpel manner; even to an Offending Brother. But ſome will ſay, That 
we ought to forgive our Perſecuting Enemies; which is true, I am clearly for it, pro- 
vided they come within the Verge of Chriſt's Command. But I do not find that we 
ought to forgive them, if they do not Repent, and Confeſs, and make Reſtitution for 
the Wrongs and Injuries they have done us. It is true, We are to Love our Ene- 
mies, and Bleſs them that Care us, and to do good to them that Hate us, and to pray 
for them mhich Deſpightſuby ſe us, and Perſecute us, Mat. 5544. We muſt not en- 
Tertain any Perſonal Prejudice againſt them, we muſt fo Forgive them in our Hearts : 
But ſome pretend to forgive our Perſecuting Enemies, though we do not ſte at all, that 
they do Repent and Turn to us by asking of Forgiveneſs of us, though they have Rob- 
bed many of us of our Goods, and Abuſed us otherwiſe ; but I can find no Warrant at 
all m Scripture for ſo doing; but this is to make the Door of Forgiveneſs wider then 
the Wiſdom: of God hath made it: Nay, it is againſt the very Tenour of the Goſpel, for 
there muſt be a turning to them whom they have Offended, and an acknowledging their 
Fault, and a Hnmbling themſelves for it, and a making all the Satisfaction they are an- 
pable of, to the party wronged, Which is but Juſt ; for Mercy and Juftice are —— 
together by God, and let no man part them aſunder; God never deſtroys his juſtice, 
by extend ing his Mercy : I do not find that Perſecuters ha ve a priviledge above any o- 
ther Perſons; nay, then a Child of God himſelf, viz. an Offending Brother, for there 
muſt be a Reſtitution, or elſe you overthrow the Scriptures, Fob 20. 15, 18. Pray 
look into the ground-work aur plat-form of P.epentance, and there you ſhall ſee that 
one great part of Repentance is clearing, 2 Cor. 7. 11. as a man clears his Stomach, 
when he Vomits up ſomething which lay heavy and ponderous upon it, by which means 
he is eaſed ; ſo here there muſt be Reſtitution, or there can be no true Repentance ; as you 
may tee in that Inſtance of Iaccheus, Luke 19. 8. who had been a greatExtortioner, 
he was for Reſtitution. I am clearly for forgiving our Perſecuting Enemies in Gods 
way; but yet I do not think it is my Duty, if a Thief has Robbed me, and is carrying 
away my Goods, to run after him and cry, I pardon you Sir: When he neither regards 
what I fay anto him, nor returns me,my Goods: I think it is rather my Duty to Ap- 
prehend him, and bring him to Juftice, then to follow him with a Pardon: Which lat- 
ter is like unto conſenting to a Thief," or at leaſt to encouragt him in his ſinful. courſe of 
Life, which is forbidden in Scripture hen thou ſeeſt a Thief, conſent thou not: or 
fuppoſing it to be a Company of Legal Religious Thieves, ſuch as are in Dan. 11. 14. 
* Alſo the Robbers of thy People ſhall Exalt themſelves to Eftabliſh the Viſion, but they 
"ſhall fall. Theſe ate the worſt of Thieves, that Rob, as they pretend, for Gods ſake: 
Now is it a reaſonable thing, that we ſhould run after theſe men that have done ut 


—— 


is Milchjef and Sppil, and pray them to accept-of Parden 
king and -unto us by Repentance, and acktiowledging their Crime, aud reſto- 
ing what.they haye.taken from us again, ding to. their-Subftance or Ability, . as - 
God hath Ordained? O 00 ; for it 7 by hh oe. 1 * 4 ; 
ut ſome People are apt to ſay, That th bringing the Perſecuters before the Com 
745 I. looks, tho Neve YAY per oug be — ug Þ forgive tbem. But one things 
"mind, It irthoſe aft th, that have aht ſufered much by them theniſelves; ſack . 
perhaps cold tell how to ſhiſt their Tides, that ate ſo Merciful and Wiſe above what ig 

ritten; but I am apt to ſuſpect theſe kind cf Peoples new faſhioned „ that 
pretend to ſo much Merey abore their R in this caſe; I fear this Charity is net 
grounded upon a alid Fenndation, I doubt we ſhall find but a ſandy Foundation at bot- 
tom; I could find in my Heart to try whether it be ſo or no, becauſe it doth not look 
well. To the Law, and te the Teſtimony - If they ſpeak, not according.to thi word, it w- 
becauſe they hape no Light them, ka. B. 20. 72 | | 

Io the ſrſt place, ya that are (a full of Charity, that are for forgiving thoſe Wicked + 
Perfecytmg Spoiling Thieves, before they ak ye, or make any reſtitution . when 
bath ſaid, That there muſt be a Reſtitution F all things; which is to overthrow that 
Word! of Cod by not having it fulfilled, and ſo tacitly, ts make God a Lyar, As 3, - 
20..21: Job 20, 15, 18. Now let uu Examine whether this. proceeds from pure Le, 
nity nd Clemency, or whether it does nct proceed from Slaviſh Fears and Cowardly Spi- 
rits. , Firſt, If it,progeeds from pure Lenity, then it maſt be Univerſal, and extended 
to all that cometh within that Circle of Mercy and Clemency ; and eſpeeially in ing 
that more } * concerns a mans own felf, than this, and is more at a own - 

Ti 


from ny, withoyt their fieſt 


Sſpoſal, th are. Firſt; Ii you be a, Ularer, or if you be a, . 
Lord, or a Tradeſman, that. are fo full of this new faſhioned Cavity; why now, if yon 
be in good Earneſt, let the Ulurer go home, and take all his Bonds and Cancel them, 
and forgive them both Principal and. Intereft ; and let the Land-Lorg. forgive all his 
Tenants ; and let the Tradeſman Crofs ont all his Debtors out of his Book, and forgive 
them all, and then I, will believe you are in good earneft ; for it is more in your power 
to do ſo, then to forgive your Enemies without Satisfaction, according to Gods Ordi- - 
nance, although it was, you your ſelves had Robbed and Plundered : Do you 
forgive that which is your own to forgive, firſt, Before you do forgive that which is Gods - 
or another Mam; or <tfe I will never believe that you are in good Earneft, but that it 
is rather the. Product. of Slaxiſh Fears, and of a. Carna! Cowardly frame of Heart; for 
God is more concerned in all the Wzongs and Injuries which is done to his People on 
the Account of Religion and Conſcience, then his People themſelves are; for as ay 
that Perſecute them, do fight againſt God, and. Perſecute Chrift, ſo they that do | 
them, do alſo. Nob God -himfelf ;-ſo that you have more power to give away, or to for- 
ive them Honeſt Debtors of yours, that are Indebted unto you upon the Account of 
Fad e, then you. have to forgive the Perſecuting Robbers and Spoilers, becauſe all the 
damage that is done to Gods: People, God takes it as done to himſelf, Jech. 2. 8. 
For thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, After the Glory, bath he ſent me unto the Nations 
which ſpoiled you ; for he that toucheth you, toucherh the Apple of his. Eye. My Belo- 
ved, now I have tryed-you by the Word of God, do 1 ſclves, for theſe be 
trying times: I hope you do not count it Revenge, when you ſeek for your own, what 
2 Man juftly oweth yon, although you ſhould be ſote d to make uſe of the Law to get 


it, | 
Fiſthly, In the fth place, my Advice and Counſet to all you. that are Sober Honeſt 
Men, * That * would * Fear, Truſt, nor hearken to the. Threats nor Goun- 
eu of theſe. yousPeriecuting Bnemies. Do not fay a Confederacy with them, let them 


| 


| 


| 


Fears : Brethren, let us all do ſo too, for Neberniab had God and the King on bis fide, 


Sixthly and Laſtly, * left Advice and Counſel unto you all, ſtall be this, Calf all 
of, for 


1 Pet. 5. 7. 
his All? 5 


the World ; and God is never at a loſs in his Work, nor out of his way in bis Provi- 
* i hath bi way in the Whirl-wind, au in the Srorm, and the Clouds 
are 


— Bl t ae 

alone, and Bles to give and grant 
unto us this Chreſtian Ly Sanctified y of it, for Got 
Glory, abd our own jeſty, and ſhew it by your 
endeayoyring what iH you lies, to contribute to the Eſtabliſhing and Fixing ef it into 4 


firm Magna Charta. | . 

Thus you have ſeen, That this Secramenta} Teſt hath had a fair Tryal by the plain 
Written Word of God, it has been weighed ip-the Ballance of the Sanctuary, and it 
is found lighter then Vanity; and it has beg tryed by the Law of the Land, and that 


has found it Guilty of being to the Law of God: And alfo-it has been tryed 
by the 19th Article of the Church of and that condemns it alſo which faith, 
t the Sacrenents muſt be duly mini and that only to a Congregation of Fa 


ful Men in a Religious way and manner. And this Teft you ſee i Arraigned, Caſt and 
Condemned by them all, and wants 1 Parliament to do Execution upon it, 
and make better Security in the room of Sinful Pena Lam: and Teſts, which I Hums 
bly leave to the Great God, the Soveraign Majeſty of Heaven and to direct h 
Mijefty andthe great Council of the Land, when be ſhall ſe it convenient to call and 
convene them together; and alſo to ail Sober People, to be Careſul and Wiſe in\choo- 
fing their Repreſentatives, to chooſe Sober, Wiſe, Diſcreet Men, of Honeſt Principles 
and good Eſtates, that we may be freed from the Dreadful Spiritual Plagues and Judgs 
ments, which the Nation lieth under, and is Ingulfed intoj-and the dreadful Wrath of 
God, that hangeth over our Heads: God of his Mercy Awaken wg to Repent 
before it be too late. I ſhall Conclude with theſe two Seriptures, 1 Per. 2. 27. Hov 
our all Men. Love the Brotherbood. Fear God. Homour the King. The other ſhall 
e with the Wiſe mans Concluſion of the Book of Eccleſiaſtes 12. 13. Ler w hear the 
1 * or and heep-bs Qummandments, for this n the 
whole Duty of Man; for ng every into Judgment, w1tb every Secret 

thing, — it be good, or whether is - evil. a 4 
2 POST- 
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UT fome will Object and ſay, Why ſhould fuch Iliterate, Mean, Contemptible 
Perſons, meddle with ſuch Great ood] Publick Affairs as theſe are? Such things 
as thele, are fit for none but the Learned Rabbies ; ſuch as have long Heads, and well- 
furniſhedwith a ſuitable ſtock of Brains, toundertake ſuch things as theſe are? It is fit- 
ter for ſuch »s you, to meddle with your own private Affairs, than to meddle with Mat- 
ters of State. To this I ſhall Anſwer, and give you my Reafons for this my Proceed- 
ing, in Eleven Particulars. | 
Firſt of all, my firſt Reaſon is from that Holy Text, in 1 Cor. 1. 26, 27, 28, 29, 
For you ſee your Calling, Brethren, hom that not many Wiſe Men after the Fl:ſh, not 
many Mjphty, not many Noble are called: But God hath choſen the Fooliſh things of 
the World, to confound the Wiſe; and God hath choſe the weak things of the World, to 
confound the things that are Mighty 5 and baſe things of the World , and things which 
are Deſpiſed hath God choſen :'Tea, and things which are nor, to bring to nought things 
that are. And the Holy Ghoſt gives the Reaſon of this his Sovereign way of D (- 
penfation, iz. That no Fleſh ſhould Glory in his Preſence, Now it is no where (aid 
mScripture, Not many Unlearned, not many Poor, Mean, Deſpicable Perſons, nor weak, 
that are nothing in the Eye and Eſteem of the World, that God hath not choſen ; But 
it is faid, God hath Choſen the Poor in thy World, Rich in Fazth: Our Saviour Chriſt 
did not go to the Univerſities to pick and cull out Scholars; to make Apoſtles on, but 
he went to the Fiſher-Boats and choſe poor Fiſher -Mz5, and made them Fiſhers of Men. 
Therefore, I will challenge all the Objectors againſt this my Proceeding,' to fhew-me in 
all the whole Book of God, from Geneffs to Revelations, where there is any one pecu- 
liar Promiſe made to the humane learned Men above their Fellows; not that I deſpiſe 
Learning, it is good in fts place; but the over-valuing of it, bas broached almoſt alt 
the Errors and Herefies that are in the World: The Apoſtle Paul faith, in 1 Theſ, 
5. 19, 20. Nuench not the Spirit: Deſpiſe noe Prophecying. And 1 Cor. 14. 30, 31. 
F any thing be revealed to another that ſitteth &, let the firſt hold bir, Peace: For ge 
may all Propheſie one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. How few 
do ever mind theſe Scriptures > They are commonly negſected, and men's Gifts and 
Parts deſpiſed at this day, and that by the learned. too: For, when do the People of 
God all Propheſie one by one? No forfooth, none but the Learned muſt do that, and 
xf any one do attempt any ſuch thing, » preſently there is Buckets of ſcornful Water 
thrown upon it, to quench the Spirit; and the Gift is deſpiſed, and fo the Spirit is quenched; 
Propli-(ying is deſpiſed ; for many will fay, Nhat Call have you to this or that, either 
eo Speaking or Writing d Though it is ſaid, Many ſhall run to and fro, and Knowledge 
hull be. increaſed ; and in Amos 3, 8. They deal by the unlearned, as David's Brethren 
dealt by him, when he left his Fathers Sheep to go and fight Goliah ; though D vid was 
but a little man to — with that great Giant, yet he had a great Heart, and was full 
of ſpirĩtual Metile and holy Courage, becauſe he had the great God on his ſide. Pray 
mark the Carriage and Behaviour of his Elder Brother towards him, in a ſcornful, de- 
ſpiſing, contemptible way and manner; but yet that dig not daunt him at all: 1 Sam. 
17. 26, 27, 28, 29%; And David. pale to the Men that ſtood by him, ſaying, What ſhall 
be done to the Man that killeth thy Pniliſtine, and taketh away the Reproach 
Iſrael ? For who # this Uncircumciſed Philiſtine, that he ſhould defie the Armies of the 
ſivin God d And the People anſwered him after ths. manner, ſaying, So ſhall it be done 
| | x | - #0 


aa 
10 the Man that killetb him. And Eliab bis Eldeft, Brother beard ache he ſpule ute 


the Men, and Eliabs Anger was kindled. again David; and be ſaid; Why' oam#ſt thou' 
N r . t hoſe ax Fon ro We lags 


down hither d And with whom' haſt thou le 
know thy Pride, and the Naughtine/s of thy Heart. As if he ſhonld have ſaid, Nh Faſt 
thou to do to meddle with State-matters ? Thou little deſpicable Shepherd, that art met 
worthy to be truſted with many Sheep; Why doſt thou neglett thy Calling? Be diligent 
in thy Calling. And he judged his Brothers Heart, Thou doſt it out of Prid: and 
Auſtent ation of Spirit, and in hopes to make thy ſelf great; He could ſee as'far- into 
David's Heart then, as ſome can into mine now! : But pray mind David Anſwer 
then, and that ſhall ferve for mine now; And David ſaid, Woat baue I done? Ii there 
not a Cauſe 2. Whence you may obſerve, That God's Cauſe was David Cab, and ſo it 
is mine: His Brother thought it was a very unlikely thing, that ever ſuch a pititifel 
deſpicable Shepherd as he was, with his ſtaff in his Hand, and his Shepherds bag by his 
Side, with only five Stones in it, ſhould ever have ſlain Great Goliah, while his Bre- 
thren and all the Great Men, and Valiant accompliſhed:Squldiers, with the whole Hof 

of I/rael, ſtood by and look'd on: It as a very unlikely. thing that ſuen 2 Stripting as 
he was, ſhould conquer and kill that mighty Giant. But what is there to Hard for the 
great God to do, by any means or Inſtrument he pleaſeth to make uſe of N 


let all the Honour and Glory, be aſcribed unto God, and not unto Inftruments and 
; * 1 f 


Means. 


Secondly, My greateſt Reaſon of all, for this my proceeding in nis way and manner: 
is, Becauſe my great Lord 85 Maſter hangs upon che Croſ of thei Sacramental Teſti 
rucifying hy the Penal Laws that are yet in being, ind will 


Vertually, and Myftically, a 
do, until it be Aboliſhed; for though His Majeſty has done what in him lyeth to. tak 
him down, hy which means, there is 2 Ceſſation of the | Effects of it, n a reipect to 


the Suffering of his People; yet the Cauſe, which is worſe than the Effeſt, temaiſb 


ſtill; and there are ſame Perſons that refuſe ty pu their Hands to help ta take him 


down from this Croſs ; though God in his Providence, calleth upon us all now ſo to do: 


But let ſuch Perſons have a care, becauſe God is no Refi of Per ons. 


Thirdly, My Third Reaſon for this my Proceeding is this, u,: Beczüſt Truth Was - 
Treaſon with the Perſecuters about, four or five yeats ago; for if à mam ſhibuld but Hive + 


faid, That Conſcience ought not to be reſtrained in meer Matters of Religion, as!Hii 
Majeſty in His Gracious Declaration has done, the Lord rewatd him for it: He wid 
have been ſeverely. dealt withal, and counted a Rebel and an Enemy: to the Govern- 
ment, and dealt withal as ſuch. - For I knew- a Friend of mine that was à Conſtable 
that was complained againſt, becauſe he would not help to plunder his honeſt Neigh» 
bours; and them that were then Jaſtices, did wheedle him in«+d tell them, What hi 
Reaſan was for not obeying their Warrant; hereupon he irinocently (nofthinking ofthe 
Snare that, they had laid for him, by ſpeaking fair Words ur.to him.)! told em plain- 
ty, that the Reaſon was, becauſe it was contrary to the Law of Jeſus Chriſt 3 and fd 


this the honeſt Conſtable. was ſent to Priſon, and fined a hundred Pounds, and pad it 
every Groat, beſides the loſs of his time, and the comfott of his Family, and Priſon 
N ' 54M its 4 9" ifs 


Expences and Fees, which was a very hard Caſe. 


. .Fourthly, Another Reaſon for this my proceeding; is thu, wh. Becauſe there ts | 
.neyer-a better Opportunity to bear a Teſtimony: againſt; that Antichriſtian Spirito 


Perſecution, then there is now, having ſo good a Text for it ſrom His Gracious Majes 
ty z. by whom God. hath born ſuch a clear Teſtimony againſt it from Heaven te 3 


the World, in which be hath gracioufly, and conſequentially told us, That Conſcience - 


og be not to be Reſtrained nor Oppreſſed by theſe Crucifying Oppreging La. 


Fibo, 


Fo 


- — 


; 2 — — 22. 
N i h Reaſon for this my Proceeding is, becauſe I am a Member of the 


Body Politick of the the Nation; Tan u Be hors. Ip tony and therefoze I ought to be 
' uſeful to the faid Body; S that is not helpful to the 
„ 


ſeventh Reaſon is, becauſe I find many Men ef 1 Gallio-like Spirit; 
* they-care not for theſe things : A Spirit of Neutrality and Indiffcrency hath ſeized upon 
th neither hot nor cold, they are Trimmers. . 
' Eighthly, My eighth Reaſon for this my Proceeding is, becauſe I am bound in Gra- 


' titude tewards God, for the Honour and Glory of God: Ad alfo, in point of Grati- 
tude to His Majefty, into whoſe Heart God has been Graciouſly aſed to put it, fo 
n Glorious Liberty ; and for the good 'Souks, vieh is the 
it Service that I a 32 e Bae ard in my ation. 
Ninthly, The = At becauſe I will do my perſecuting 
5 tvs, wm to God's Command, Mat. 5. 


— — who was a 1 = 
| II Fon the rere Coun too 


thiemy Proceedi iis, Becuvſe Cod 
5 them with ea 


— — u upon ſuch la = dee cer 

the Nation were divided into a Hu Parts at leaſt, 2 1 beret net be 
edth Family thut had as many or more Children then I have, which I —— 
then the Nat Honour ofthe World, for- the former makes themſelves wings avid 
fly 


I. 


© ©: 


— | 
Part TINA E 


of the 
— God i 


—— viz. Becauſe I came 
— ather,- and Job and I bad one 
Sitervarecmine: Fob x9, 131% The Grave in mine boufe ; I have ſaid to 
8%, Thom art my Father ; to the Worm, Thou art my Mother and my Siſter. 
And is not this an Ancient Family, think ye, to rele may lf upon Þ And therefore 
who 


— — np An 4 * fallen Man: 2 Family is tie of ? 
— That cher are of their Farher oy "nd the Lots 
Jet, 


as. they are at this time. Their Father ſtirs them up, and inſfigates #hem unto it, be- 
ä ol fon ow. of Darkneſs to be deftroyed, and himſelf to be chain- 
nn, eat, Lyes, Iſai. 28. 15, 17. Becauſe ye bave ſaid, 


ath, and with Hell are we at A 


. 
— re the Plunnuet ; 1 f ſiveep away the Refuge 
11 2 your th Death - 

di ſanulled, . 


—— jr deems Tg, 27 hn 
Sovurge ſhall paſs h, you ſhall be trodden down by 


Laws ST, Far: utterly deſtroyed, and the Refuge of ons 


Perſons be left without any occaſion in the 
Plot, but the wantof ſomething which is his F 


for 1 = if any one N ſhould attempt to — any other Party of 


their Liberty; ſuch muſt make themſelves the common of all — fd 
tion : And what can any one — Party do, againſt all the reſt of the Nation, that will . 
then be united as one Man, will yalue their Liberty above their Lives > 


Such preſumption would pull an old Houſg-abouttheir Ears ; the Law of Nature would 
then be made uſe of, if they had no other Relief to have recourſe unto : But there 
' #morein all theſe Fears and — tae Perthemony, than — as they 

to come into this Chri- 


but I would adviſe : 
EI. and take their ſhare in i peaeably, and do not — =. Provocati- 
| ons For thelPraby Ring {os 05 no Tr oe che Word of a 


s, there is Power che nen R+ gulation , for it is of 
Ly be oefiieng the Powers 


and path of Cres” that hath its Ground 
——— —— — 


of this. Liber er Fog al uitb it, but a tue while; e 
'of ors 1 og ſt more to be in the Old Captive State -and/Contition 
A ago or Len Teſt: ; and. it will ſoon be a means, to make us the moſt Potent 
Nation, in Chriſtendom Therefore: ler us all joyn-Heart and Hand: with His'Grecious 
8 the New. Heavent, and the New Edrrh, 

not to cynſult with Fleſb-bnd Blood.” But let 

of Cpurages let: no man: Heart fail him, but let us 

1 backs E makes himſelf. un- 

2 5 -OdearHearts ! Shut the 


of d 
75 Gimp * . fro phi Tx EE 9 


it maſt be proper and ſuitable to the Diſcale ; for 4 S an old internix 

Dia 'and 4 — the Doſe muſt be ſuitable 'thereuato. Thus I have done with 

Dear Countrey-men all, and I fhall conclude like a Poor Scholar. with a piece 

ec Kar vix. 1 the Tyranny and Ofpreſſion of all inhumame Penal Laws, 
We 15 Libera Nos. bree 3 And let © nary: hone 23 Ea pe 
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54 7 are : ſome literal: faults Eſcaped the Preſs, which thou art defired to correct; 
but the moſt material, in in ee line 9. where for Nineteen Articles, read 
Neneceenth article, 3 


n 4 —_— aw 


FINIS. 
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